
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
And behold, a man of  God came out of  Judah by the 
word of  the LORD to Bethel. Jerobo'am was standing 
by the altar to burn incense. And the man cried against
the altar by the word of  the LORD, and said, “O altar, 
altar, thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born 
to the house of  David, Josi'ah by name; and he shall 
sacrifice upon you the priests of  the high places who 
burn incense upon you, and men’s bones shall be 
burned upon you.’ ” And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: 
‘Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes 
that are upon it shall be poured out.’ ” And when the 
king heard the saying of  the man of  God, which he 
cried against the altar at Bethel, Jerobo'am stretched 
out his hand from the altar, saying, “Lay hold of  him.”
And his hand, which he stretched out against him, 
dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. 
The altar also was torn down, and the ashes poured 
out from the altar, according to the sign which the 
man of  God had given by the word of  the LORD. And
the king said to the man of  God, “Entreat now the 
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favor of  the LORD your God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored to me.” And the man of  
God entreated the LORD; and the king’s hand was 
restored to him, and became as it was before. And the 
king said to the man of  God, “Come home with me, 
and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward.” 
And the man of  God said to the king, “If  you give me
half  your house, I will not go in with you. And I will 
not eat bread or drink water in this place; for so was it 
commanded me by the word of  the LORD, saying, 
‘You shall neither eat bread, nor drink water, nor 
return by the way that you came.’ ” So he went another
way, and did not return by the way that he came to 
Bethel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered 
together to hear the word of  God. But when the Jews 
saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and 
contradicted what was spoken by Paul, and reviled 
him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, 
“It was necessary that the word of  God should be 
spoken first to you. Since you thrust it from you, and 
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judge yourselves unworthy of  eternal life, behold, we 
turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded 
us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the uttermost parts of  
the earth.’ ” And when the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad and glorified the word of  God; and as many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the word
of  the Lord spread throughout all the region. But the 
Jews incited the devout women of  high standing and 
the leading men of  the city, and stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of  
their district. But they shook off  the dust from their 
feet against them, and went to Ico'nium. And the 
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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