
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Eli'jah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is
a sound of  the rushing of  rain.” So Ahab went up to 
eat and to drink. And Eli'jah went up to the top of  
Carmel; and he bowed himself  down upon the earth, 
and put his face between his knees. And he said to his 
servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” And he 
went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And
he said, “Go again seven times.” And at the seventh 
time he said, “Behold, a little cloud like a man’s hand is
rising out of  the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to 
Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the rain 
stop you.’” And in a little while the heavens grew black
with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And 
Ahab rode and went to Jezre'el. And the hand of  the 
LORD was on Eli'jah; and he girded up his loins and 
ran before Ahab to the entrance of  Jezre'el. Ahab told 
Jez'ebel all that Eli'jah had done, and how he had slain 
all the prophets with the sword. Then Jez'ebel sent a 
messenger to Eli'jah, saying, “So may the gods do to 
me, and more also, if  I do not make your life as the 
life of  one of  them by this time tomorrow.” Then he 
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was afraid, and he arose and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left 
his servant there. But he himself  went a day’s journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
broom tree; and he asked that he might die, saying, “It 
is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am 
no better than my fathers.” And he lay down and slept 
under a broom tree; and behold, an angel touched 
him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.” And he looked, 
and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot 
stones and a jar of  water. And he ate and drank, and 
lay down again. And the angel of  the LORD came 
again a second time, and touched him, and said, “Arise
and eat, else the journey will be too great for you.” 
And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the 
strength of  that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of  God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, 
with the whole church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsab'bas, and Silas, 
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leading men among the brethren, with the following 
letter: “The brethren, both the apostles and the elders, 
to the brethren who are of  the Gentiles in Antioch 
and Syria and Cili'cia, greeting. Since we have heard 
that some persons from us have troubled you with 
words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them 
no instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come
to one accord, to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have 
risked their lives for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same things by word of  
mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and 
to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things: that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is 
strangled and from unchastity. If  you keep yourselves 
from these, you will do well. Farewell.” So when they 
were sent off, they went down to Antioch; and having 
gathered the congregation together, they delivered the 
letter. And when they read it, they rejoiced at the 
exhortation. And Judas and Silas, who were themselves
prophets, exhorted the brethren with many words and 
strengthened them. And after they had spent some 
time, they were sent off  in peace by the brethren to 
those who had sent them. But Paul and Barnabas 
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remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word 
of  the Lord, with many others also.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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