
YEAR 2, PROPER 20, FRIDAY: MASS 
ECCLESIASTES 3:1–15*; PSALM 144:1–4; LUKE 9:18–22 
 
WE INCLUDE ECCLESIASTES 3:12–15 TO HEAR ALL OF THE PASSAGE ON GOD DETERMINING TIME 

AND TIMING OF EVENTS. 
 

Note to the Celebrant: If you are not familiar with Ecclesiastes, please 
read the introductory notes in the The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the 
Apocrypha: Revised Standard Version, Expanded Edition, (1977), 805, and in 
Fully Revised Fourth Edition The New Oxford Annotated Bible New Revised 
Standard Version With The Apocrypha (2010), 935. 

YEAR 2, PROPER 20, FRIDAY: MASS 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiastes 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 
break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to 
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time 
for war, and a time for peace. What gain has the 
worker from his toil? I have seen the business that 
God has given to the sons of men to be busy with. He 
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has made everything beautiful in its time; also he has 
put eternity into man’s mind, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the beginning to the 
end. I know that there is nothing better for them than 
to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; 
also that it is God’s gift to man that every one should 
eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil. I know 
that whatever God does endures for ever; nothing can 
be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has 
made it so, in order that men should fear before him. 
That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already has been; and God seeks what has been driven 
away. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 144:1–4 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 144, verses 1 through 
4, found in the red Prayer Book on page 800. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1   Blessed be the LORD my rock! * 

  who trains my hands to fight and my fingers to  
battle; 

 
2   My help and my fortress, my stronghold and my  

deliverer, * 
    my shield in whom I trust, 
    who subdues the peoples under me. 
 
3   O LORD, what are we that you should care for  

us? * 
    mere mortals that you should think of us? 
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4   We are like a puff of wind; * 
    our days are like a passing shadow. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Open my eyes, O Lord, * 
     that I may see the wonders of your law. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now it happened that as Jesus was praying alone the 
disciples were with him; and he asked them, “Who do 
the people say that I am?” And they answered, “John 
the Baptist; but others say, Eli'jah; and others, that one 
of the old prophets has risen.” And he said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, 
“The Christ of God.” But he charged and commanded 
them to tell this to no one, saying, “The Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


