YEAR 2, PROPER 23, THURSDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To
the saints who are also faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him. He
destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of
his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us. For
he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of time, to
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on

earth.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 98:1-4

The Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 98, verses 1 through 4,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 727.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1  Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the
sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the
house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the
victory of our God.
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The Gospel Acclamation

The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.

Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.

Reader The Lotd 1s faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Woe to you! for you build the tombs of
the prophets whom your fathers killed. So you are
witnesses and consent to the deeds of your fathers; for
they killed them, and you build their tombs. Therefore
also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill
and persecute,’ that the blood of all the prophets, shed
from the foundation of the world, may be required of
this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood
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of Zechari'ah, who perished between the altar and the
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it shall be required of this
generation. Woe to you lawyers! for you have taken
away the key of knowledge; you did not enter
yourselves, and you hindered those who were
entering.” As he went away from there, the scribes and
the Pharisees began to press him hard, and to provoke
him to speak of many things, lying in wait for him, to
catch at something he might say.

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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