YEAR 2, PROPER 24, WEDNESDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on
behalf of you Gentiles—assuming that you have heard
of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, how the mystery was made known to me
by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read
this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men
in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a
minister according to the gift of God’s grace which
was given me by the working of his power. To me,
though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; that through the church the
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manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.
This was according to the eternal purpose which he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have boldness and confidence of access through our
faith in him. So I ask you not to lose heart over what I
am suffering for you, which is your glory.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 113

At Said Mass the Reader says

Please join me 1n reading Psalm 113, found in the red
Prayer Book on page 756.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 113 as found in the
service bulletin.

1  Hallelujah!

Give praise, you servants of the LORD; *
praise the Name of the LORD.
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2 Let the Name of the LORD be blessed, *
from this time forth for evermore.

3  From the rising of the sun to its going down *
let the Name of the LORD be praised.

4 The LORD is high above all nations, *
and his glory above the heavens.

5 Who is like the LORD our God, who sits
enthroned on high, *
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

6 He takes up the weak out of the dust *
and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

7 He sets them with the princes, *
with the princes of his people.

8 He makes the woman of a childless house *
to be a joyful mother of children.

Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.
Reader How good it is to sing praises to our
God; *
how pleasant it 1s to honor him with
praise.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “But know this, that if the
householder had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken
into. You also must be ready; for the Son of man 1s
coming at an unexpected hour.” Peter said, “Lord, are
you telling this parable for us or for all?”” And the Lord
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said, “Who then is the faithful and wise steward,
whom his master will set over his household, to give
them their portion of food at the proper time? Blessed
is that servant whom his master when he comes will
find so doing. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over
all his possessions. But if that servant says to himself,
‘My master 1s delayed in coming,” and begins to beat
the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and
drink and get drunk, the master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an
hour he does not know, and will punish him, and put
him with the unfaithful. And that servant who knew
his master’s will, but did not make ready or act
according to his will, shall receive a severe beating. But
he who did not know, and did what deserved a
beating, shall receive a light beating. Every one to
whom much is given, of him will much be required;
and of him to whom men commit much they will
demand the more.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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