YEAR 2, PROPER 25, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Nehemi'ah nee-huh-MIGH-uh
Hacali'ah hak-uh-ILIGH-uh
Chislev KIS-lev

Hana'ni huh-NAY-nigh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah

The words of Nehemi'ah the son of Hacali'ah. Now it
happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth
year, as I was in Susa the capital, that Hana'ni, one of
my brethren, came with certain men out of Judah; and
I asked them concerning the Jews that survived, who
had escaped exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they
sald to me, ““The survivors there in the province who
escaped exile are in great trouble and shame; the wall
of Jerusalem 1s broken down, and its gates are
destroyed by fire.” When I heard these words I sat
down and wept, and mourned for days; and 1

continued fasting and praying before the God of
heaven. And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the
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great and terrible God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his
commandments; let thy ear be attentive, and thy eyes
open, to hear the prayer of thy servant which I now
pray before thee day and night for the people of Israel
thy servants, confessing the sins of the people of
Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea, I and
my father’s house have sinned. We have acted very
corruptly against thee, and have not kept the
commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances
which thou didst command thy servant Moses.
Remember the word which thou didst command thy
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will
scatter you among the peoples; but if you return to me
and keep my commandments and do them, though
your dispersed be under the farthest skies, I will gather
them thence and bring them to the place which I have
chosen, to make my name dwell there.” They are thy
servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by
thy great power and by thy strong hand. O Lord, let
thy ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to
the prayer of thy servants who delight to fear thy
name; and give success to thy servant today, and grant
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him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now I was

cupbearer to the king.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels
fiohting against the dragon; and the dragon and his
angels fought, but they were defeated and there was
no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great
dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is
called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole
world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a
loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of
our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses
them day and night before our God. And they have
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives
even unto death. Rejoice then, O heaven and you that
dwell therein! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he
knows that his time 1s short!” And when the dragon
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saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he
pursued the woman who had borne the male child.
But the woman was given the two wings of the great
eagle that she might fly from the serpent into the
wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished
for a time, and times, and half a time. The serpent
poured water like a river out of his mouth after the
woman, to sweep her away with the flood. But the
earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth
opened its mouth and swallowed the river which the
dragon had poured from his mouth. Then the dragon
was angry with the woman, and went off to make war
on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the
commandments of God and bear testimony to Jesus.
And he stood on the sand of the sea.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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