YEAR 2, PROPER 26, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Nehemi'ah nee-huh-MIGH-uh
Netoph'athites ni-TAHF-uh-thights
Ge'ba GEE-buh (hard “G”)
Az'maveth AZ-muh-veth
Jezrahi'ah jez-ruh-HIGH-uh
A'saph AY-saf

Z.erub'babel zuh-RUHB-uh-buhl

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah

And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they
sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to
Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness,
with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals,
harps, and lyres. And the sons of the singers gathered
together from the circuit round Jerusalem and from
the villages of the Netoph'athites; also from
Beth-gilgal and from the region of Ge'ba and
Az'maveth; for the singers had built for themselves
villages around Jerusalem. And the priests and the
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Levites purified themselves; and they purified the
people and the gates and the wall. Then I brought up
the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two
great companies which gave thanks and went in
procession. And the singers sang with Jezrahi'ah as
their leader. And they offered great sacrifices that day
and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with
great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And
the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off. On that day
men were appointed over the chambers for the stores,
the contributions, the first fruits, and the tithes, to
gather into them the portions required by the law for
the priests and for the Levites according to the fields
of the towns; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and
the Levites who ministered. And they performed the
service of their God and the service of purification, as
did the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the
command of David and his son Solomon. For in the
days of David and A'saph of old there was a chief of
the singers, and there were songs of praise and
thanksgiving to God. And all Israel in the days of
Zerub'babel and in the days of Nehemi'ah gave the
daily portions for the singers and the gatekeepers; and
they set apart that which was for the Levites; and the

Levites set apart that which was for the sons of Aaron.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

Then I looked, and lo, a white cloud, and seated on
the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown
on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And
another angel came out of the temple, calling with a
loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud, “Put in
your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come,
for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” So he who
sat upon the cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and
the earth was reaped. And another angel came out of
the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle.
Then another angel came out from the altar, the angel
who has power over fire, and he called with a loud
voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your
sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth,
for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle
on the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and
threw it into the great wine press of the wrath of God;
and the wine press was trodden outside the city, and
blood flowed from the wine press, as high as a horse’s
bridle, for one thousand six hundred stadia. Then I
saw another portent in heaven, great and wonderful,
seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for
with them the wrath of God is ended. And I saw what
appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire, and
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those who had conquered the beast and its image and
the number of its name, standing beside the sea of
glass with harps of God 1n their hands. And they sing
the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song
of the Lamb, saying, “Great and wonderful are thy
deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are thy
ways, O King of the ages! Who shall not fear and
glority thy name, O Lord? For thou alone art holy. All
nations shall come and worship thee, for thy
judgments have been revealed.” After this I looked,
and the temple of the tent of witness in heaven was
opened, and out of the temple came the seven angels
with the seven plagues, robed in pure bright linen, and
their breasts girded with golden girdles. And one of
the four living creatures gave the seven angels seven
golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives for
ever and ever; and the temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from his power, and no
one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were ended.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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