YEAR 2, PROPER 26, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Jehoi'ada juh-HOY-ah-duh
Eli'ashib 1-LIGH-uh-shib
Sanbal'lat san-BAL-uht
Hot'onite HOR-uh-night

A note to be read to the congregation before reading the 1 esson:

There’s a note to be read before today’s first lesson. In
place of the appointed lesson at Evening Prayer from
Year One, this evening we read the conclusion of
Nehemiah to hear the condemnation of “mixed
marriages” and the use of physical violence.

The First 1esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah

In those days also I saw the Jews who had married
women of Ashdod, Am'mon, and Moab; and half of
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their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they
could not speak the language of Judah, but the
language of each people. And I contended with them
and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled
out their hair; and I made them take oath in the name
of God, saying, “You shall not give your daughters to
their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for
yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin on
account of such womenr? Among the many nations
there was no king like him, and he was beloved by his
God, and God made him king over all Israel;
nevertheless foreign women made even him to sin.
Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and
act treacherously against our God by marrying foreign
womenr” And one of the sons of Jehoi'ada, the son of
Eli'ashib the high priest, was the son-in-law of
Sanbal'lat the Hot'onite; therefore I chased him from
me. Remember them, O my God, because they have
defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the
priesthood and the Levites. Thus I cleansed them
from everything foreign, and I established the duties
of the priests and Levites, each in his work; and I
provided for the wood offering, at appointed times,
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and for the first fruits. Remember me, O my God, for

good.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the
seven angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the seven
bowls of the wrath of God.” So the first angel went
and poured his bowl on the earth, and foul and evil
sores came upon the men who bore the mark of the
beast and worshiped its image. The second angel
poured his bowl into the sea, and it became like the
blood of a dead man, and every living thing died that
was in the sea. The third angel poured his bowl into
the rivers and the fountains of water, and they became
blood. And I heard the angel of water say, “Just art
thou in these thy judgments, thou who art and wast, O
Holy One. For men have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink. It
is their due!” And I heard the altar cry, “Yea, Lord
God the Almighty, true and just are thy judgments!”
The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and 1t
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was allowed to scorch men with fire; men were
scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name
of God who had power over these plagues, and they
did not repent and give him glory. The fifth angel
poured his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its
kingdom was in darkness; men gnawed their tongues
in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for their

pain and sores, and did not repent of their deeds.
The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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