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YEAR 2, PROPER 28, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Maccabees   MAK-uh-bees 
Mattathi'as   ma-tuh-THIGH-us 
Haside'ans   has-i-DEE-uhns 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Maccabees 
Then many who were seeking righteousness and 
justice went down to the wilderness to dwell there, 
they, their sons, their wives, and their cattle, because 
evils pressed heavily upon them. And it was reported 
to the king’s officers, and to the troops in Jerusalem 
the city of David, that men who had rejected the 
king’s command had gone down to the hiding places 
in the wilderness. Many pursued them, and overtook 
them; they encamped opposite them and prepared for 
battle against them on the sabbath day. And they said 
to them, “Enough of this! Come out and do what the 
king commands, and you will live.” But they said, “We 
will not come out, nor will we do what the king 
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commands and so profane the sabbath day.” Then the 
enemy hastened to attack them. But they did not 
answer them or hurl a stone at them or block up their 
hiding places, for they said, “Let us all die in our 
innocence; heaven and earth testify for us that you are 
killing us unjustly.” So they attacked them on the 
sabbath, and they died, with their wives and children 
and cattle, to the number of a thousand persons. 
When Mattathi'as and his friends learned of it, they 
mourned for them deeply. And each said to his 
neighbor: “If we all do as our brethren have done and 
refuse to fight with the Gentiles for our lives and our 
ordinances, they will quickly destroy us from the 
earth.” So they made this decision that day: “Let us 
fight against every man who comes to attack us on the 
sabbath day; let us not all die as our brethren died in 
their hiding places.” Then there united with them a 
company of Haside'ans, mighty warriors of Israel, 
every one who offered himself willingly for the law. 
And all who became fugitives to escape their troubles 
joined them and reinforced them. They organized an 
army, and struck down sinners in their anger and 
lawless men in their wrath; the survivors fled to the 
Gentiles for safety. And Mattathi'as and his friends 
went about and tore down the altars; they forcibly 
circumcised all the uncircumcised boys that they found 



YEAR 2, PROPER 28, SUNDAY: EVENSONG AND BENEDICTION 
1 MACCABEES 2:29–43, 49–50, PHILIPPIANS 3:13–4:1, JOHN 6:35–40 

within the borders of Israel. They hunted down the 
arrogant men, and the work prospered in their hands. 
They rescued the law out of the hands of the Gentiles 
and kings, and they never let the sinner gain the upper 
hand. Now the days drew near for Mattathi'as to die, 
and he said to his sons: “Arrogance and reproach have 
now become strong; it is a time of ruin and furious 
anger. Now, my children, show zeal for the law, and 
give your lives for the covenant of our fathers.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 Letter of Paul to the Philippians 
Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature 
be thus minded; and if in anything you are otherwise 
minded, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us 
hold true to what we have attained. Brethren, join in 
imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have 
an example in us. For many, of whom I have often 
told you and now tell you even with tears, live as 
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enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is 
destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in 
their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our 
commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
which enables him even to subject all things to 
himself. Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and 
long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the 
Lord, my beloved. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to 
me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall 
never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me 
and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me 
will come to me; and him who comes to me I will not 
cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to 
do my own will, but the will of him who sent me; and 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up at 
the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that 
every one who sees the Son and believes in him 
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should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the 
last day.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.  


