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YEAR 2, PROPER 28, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Maccabees   MAK-uh-bees 
Mattathi'as   ma-tuh-THIGH-us 
Maccabe'us   mak-uh-BEE-uhs 
Apollo'nius   ah-poh-LOH-nee-uhs 
Ser'on    SUR-ahn 
Beth-hor'on   beth-HOR-ahn 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Maccabees 
Then Judas the son of Mattathi'as, who was called 
Maccabe'us, took command in his place. All his 
brothers and all who had joined his father helped him; 
they gladly fought for Israel. He extended the glory of 
his people. Like a giant he put on his breastplate; he 
girded on his armor of war and waged battles, 
protecting the host by his sword. He was like a lion in 
his deeds, like a lion’s cub roaring for prey. He 
searched out and pursued the lawless; he burned those 
who troubled his people. Lawless men shrank back for 
fear of him; all the evildoers were confounded; and 



YEAR 2, PROPER 28, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
1 MACCABEES 3:1–24; JAMES 2:14–26 

deliverance prospered by his hand. He embittered 
many kings, but he made Jacob glad by his deeds, and 
his memory is blessed for ever. He went through the 
cities of Judah; he destroyed the ungodly out of the 
land; thus he turned away wrath from Israel. He was 
renowned to the ends of the earth; he gathered in 
those who were perishing. But Apollo'nius gathered 
together Gentiles and a large force from Samar'ia to 
fight against Israel. When Judas learned of it, he went 
out to meet him, and he defeated and killed him. Many 
were wounded and fell, and the rest fled. Then they 
seized their spoils; and Judas took the sword of 
Apollo'nius, and used it in battle the rest of his life. 
Now when Ser'on, the commander of the Syrian army, 
heard that Judas had gathered a large company, 
including a body of faithful men who stayed with him 
and went out to battle, he said, “I will make a name 
for myself and win honor in the kingdom. I will make 
war on Judas and his companions, who scorn the 
king’s command.” And again a strong army of ungodly 
men went up with him to help him, to take vengeance 
on the sons of Israel. When he approached the ascent 
of Beth-hor’on, Judas went out to meet him with a 
small company. But when they saw the army coming 
to meet them, they said to Judas, “How can we, few as 
we are, fight against so great and strong a multitude? 
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And we are faint, for we have eaten nothing today.” 
Judas replied, “It is easy for many to be hemmed in by 
few, for in the sight of Heaven there is no difference 
between saving by many or by few. It is not on the 
size of the army that victory in battle depends, but 
strength comes from Heaven. They come against us in 
great pride and lawlessness to destroy us and our wives 
and our children, and to despoil us; but we fight for 
our lives and our laws. He himself will crush them 
before us; as for you, do not be afraid of them.” When 
he finished speaking, he rushed suddenly against 
Ser'on and his army, and they were crushed before 
him. They pursued them down the descent of  
Beth-hor'on to the plain; eight hundred of them fell, 
and the rest fled into the land of the Philistines. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of James 
What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has 
faith but has not works? Can his faith save him? If a 
brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, 
and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what does it profit? So faith by 
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itself, if it has no works, is dead. But some one will 
say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by my works will 
show you my faith. You believe that God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. Do 
you want to be shown, you shallow man, that faith 
apart from works is barren? Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he offered his son 
Isaac upon the altar? You see that faith was active 
along with his works, and faith was completed by 
works, and the scripture was fulfilled which says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness”; and he was called the friend of 
God. You see that a man is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. And in the same way was not also 
Rahab the harlot justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out another way? For as 
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart 
from works is dead. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


