YEAR 2, PROPER 28, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Maccabees MAK-uh-bees
Chis'lev KIS-lev

The First esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of the Maccabees
Then said Judas and his brothers, “Behold, our
enemies are crushed; let us go up to cleanse the
sanctuary and dedicate it.” So all the army assembled
and they went up to Mount Zion. And they saw the
sanctuary desolate, the altar profaned, and the gates
burned. In the courts they saw bushes sprung up as in
a thicket, or as on one of the mountains. They saw
also the chambers of the priests in ruins. Then they
rent their clothes, and mourned with great
lamentation, and sprinkled themselves with ashes.
They fell face down on the ground, and sounded the
signal on the trumpets, and cried out to Heaven. Then
Judas detailed men to fight against those in the citadel
until he had cleansed the sanctuary. He chose
blameless priests devoted to the law, and they cleansed
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the sanctuary and removed the defiled stones to an
unclean place. They deliberated what to do about the
altar of burnt offering, which had been profaned. And
they thought it best to tear it down, lest it bring
reproach upon them, for the Gentiles had defiled it.
So they tore down the altar, and stored the stones in a
convenient place on the temple hill until there should
come a prophet to tell what to do with them. Then
they took unhewn stones, as the law directs, and buult
a new altar like the former one. They also rebuilt the
sanctuary and the interior of the temple, and
consecrated the courts. They made new holy vessels,
and brought the lampstand, the altar of incense, and
the table into the temple. Then they burned incense on
the altar and lighted the lamps on the lampstand, and
these gave light in the temple. They placed the bread
on the table and hung up the curtains. Thus they
finished all the work they had undertaken. Early in the
morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month,
which is the month of Chis'lev, in the one hundred
and forty-eighth year, they rose and offered sacrifice,
as the law directs, on the new altar of burnt offering
which they had built. At the very season and on the
very day that the Gentiles had profaned it, it was
dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals.
All the people fell on their faces and worshiped and
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blessed Heaven, who had prospered them. So they
celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days,
and offered burnt offerings with gladness; they offered
a sacrifice of deliverance and praise. They decorated
the front of the temple with golden crowns and small
shields; they restored the gates and the chambers for
the priests, and furnished them with doors. There was
very great gladness among the people, and the
reproach of the Gentiles was removed. Then Judas
and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel
determined that every year at that season the days of
the dedication of the altar should be observed with
gladness and joy for eight days, beginning with the
twenty-fifth day of the month of Chis'lev.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of James

Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit
of the earth, being patient over it until it receives the
early and the late rain. You also be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 1s at hand. Do
not grumble, brethren, against one another, that you

may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
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doors. As an example of suffering and patience,
brethren, take the prophets who spoke in the name of
the Lord. Behold, we call those happy who were
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job,
and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful. But above all, my
brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or
with any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your
no be no, that you may not fall under condemnation.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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