YEAR 2, PROPER 29, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

In that day there will be an altar to the LORD 1n the
midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at
its border. It will be a sign and a witness to the LORD
of hosts in the land of Egypt; when they cry to the
LLORD because of oppressors he will send them a
savior, and will defend and deliver them. And the
LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians; and
the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day and
worship with sacrifice and burnt offering, and they will
make vows to the LORD and perform them. And the
LORD will smite Egypt, smiting and healing, and they
will return to the LORD, and he will heed their
supplications and heal them. In that day there will be a
highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and
the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. In that
day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a
blessing 1n the midst of the earth, whom the LORD of
hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my
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people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel
my heritage.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for
what 1s right? But even if you do suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear
of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts reverence
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense
to any one who calls you to account for the hope that
is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and
keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame. For it 1s better to suffer for
doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for
doing wrong. For Christ also died for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made
altve in the spirit; in which he went and preached to
the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that 1s, eight
persons, were saved through water. Baptism, which
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corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal
of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and 1s at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
subject to him.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Paul and Silas came to Thessaloni'ca, where there was
a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his
custom, and for three weeks he argued with them
from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to
you, 1s the Christ.” And some of them were
persuaded, and joined Paul and Silas; as did a great
many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the
leading women. But the Jews were jealous, and taking
some wicked fellows of the rabble, they gathered a
crowd, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the
house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the
people. And when they could not find them, they
dragged Jason and some of the brethren before the
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city authorities, crying, ““T'hese men who have turned
the world upside down have come here also, and Jason
has received them; and they are all acting against the
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king,

Jesus.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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