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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
They lift up their voices, they sing for joy; over the 
majesty of the LORD they shout from the west. 
Therefore in the east give glory to the LORD; in the 
coastlands of the sea, to the name of the LORD, the 
God of Israel. From the ends of the earth we hear 
songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One. But I 
say, “I pine away, I pine away. Woe is me! For the 
treacherous deal treacherously, the treacherous deal 
very treacherously.” Terror, and the pit, and the snare 
are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth! He who flees 
at the sound of the terror shall fall into the pit; and he 
who climbs out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. 
For the windows of heaven are opened, and the 
foundations of the earth tremble. The earth is utterly 
broken, the earth is rent asunder, the earth is violently 
shaken. The earth staggers like a drunken man, it 
sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy upon it, 
and it falls, and will not rise again. On that day the 
LORD will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and 
the kings of the earth, on the earth. They will be 
gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will be 
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shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be 
punished. Then the moon will be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed; for the LORD of hosts will reign on 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before his elders he 
will manifest his glory. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you 
that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will praise thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing to thy name”; and again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, 
“Praise the Lord, all Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
praise him”; and further Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse 
shall come, he who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him 
shall the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


