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For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Sye'ne sigh-EE-nee

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD: “In a time of  favor I have 
answered you, in a day of  salvation I have helped you; 
I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the 
people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate 
heritages; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come forth,’ to 
those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed 
along the ways, on all bare heights shall be their 
pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither 
scorching wind nor sun shall smite them, for he who 
has pity on them will lead them, and by springs of  
water will guide them. And I will make all my 
mountains a way, and my highways shall be raised up. 
Lo, these shall come from afar, and lo, these from the 
north and from the west, and these from the land of  
Sye'ne.” Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 
break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD 
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has comforted his people, and will have compassion 
on his afflicted. But Zion said, “The LORD has 
forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me. Can a woman
forget her sucking child, that she should have no 
compassion on the son of  her womb? Even these may
forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have graven 
you on the palms of  my hands; your walls are 
continually before me. Your builders outstrip your 
destroyers, and those who laid you waste go forth 
from you. Lift up your eyes round about and see; they 
all gather, they come to you. As I live, says the LORD, 
you shall put them all on as an ornament, you shall 
bind them on as a bride does.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 62:6–14
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 62, verses 6 through 
14, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
669.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
   truly, my hope is in him.
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7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, *
   my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
 
8 In God is my safety and my honor; *
   God is my strong rock and my refuge.
 
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, *

  pour out your hearts before him, for God is our 
refuge.

 
10 Those of  high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
   even those of  low estate cannot be trusted.
 
11. On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
   all of  them together.
 
12. Put no trust in extortion;

in robbery take no empty pride; *
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon 

it.
 
13. God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
   that power belongs to God.
 
14. Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
   for you repay everyone according to his deeds.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
This is how one should regard us, as servants of  
Christ and stewards of  the mysteries of  God. 
Moreover it is required of  stewards that they be found
trustworthy. But with me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged by you or by any human court. I do 
not even judge myself. I am not aware of  anything 
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the
Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, 
who will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness and will disclose the purposes of  the heart. 
Then every man will receive his commendation from 
God. I have applied all this to myself  and Apol'los for 
your benefit, brethren, that you may learn by us not to 
go beyond what is written, that none of  you may be 
puffed up in favor of  one against another. For who 
sees anything different in you? What have you that you
did not receive? If  then you received it, why do you 
boast as if  it were not a gift? Already you are filled! 
Already you have become rich! Without us you have 
become kings! And would that you did reign, so that 
we might share the rule with you! For I think that God
has exhibited us apostles as last of  all, like men 
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sentenced to death; because we have become a 
spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are 
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We 
are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, 
but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger 
and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, 
and we labor, working with our own hands. When 
reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when 
slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and 
are now, as the refuse of  the world, the offscouring of
all things.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; *

  from age to age my mouth will proclaim 
your faithfulness.

People Alleluia.
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The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. Therefore I tell you, do not 
be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what 
you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of  the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of  more
value than they? And which of  you by being anxious 
can add one cubit to his span of  life? And why are you
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of  the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of  these. But if  God so clothes the grass of  the 
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field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men 
of  little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be yours as well. Therefore 
do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be 
sufficient for the day.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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