
YEAR A, PROPER 4, SUNDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people, “You shall therefore lay up 
these words of  mine in your heart and in your soul; 
and you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you 
shall teach them to your children, talking of  them 
when you are sitting in your house, and when you are 
walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when 
you rise. And you shall write them upon the doorposts
of  your house and upon your gates, that your days and
the days of  your children may be multiplied in the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as
long as the heavens are above the earth. Behold, I set 
before you this day a blessing and a curse: the blessing,
if  you obey the commandments of  the LORD your 
God, which I command you this day, and the curse, if  
you do not obey the commandments of  the LORD 
your God, but turn aside from the way which I 
command you this day, to go after other gods which 
you have not known.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 31:1–5
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 31, verses 1 through 5,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 622.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *

   deliver me in your righteousness.
 
2 Incline your ear to me; *
   make haste to deliver me.
 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,

for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
  for the sake of  your Name, lead me and 

guide me.
 
4 Take me out of  the net that they have secretly set 

for me, *
   for you are my tower of  strength.
 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
   for you have redeemed me,
   O LORD, O God of  truth.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
But now the righteousness of  God has been 
manifested apart from law, although the law and the 
prophets bear witness to it, the righteousness of  God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction; since all have sinned and fall 
short of  the glory of  God, they are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation 
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins; it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself  is righteous and that he 
justifies him who has faith in Jesus. Then what 
becomes of  our boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On the principle of  works? No, but on the 
principle of  faith. For we hold that a man is justified 
by faith apart from works of  law.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *

  proclaim the good news of  his salvation 
from day to day.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is 
wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and 
those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow 
and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who 
find it are few. Beware of  false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes 
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gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every 
sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil
fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad
tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus 
you will know them by their fruits. Not every one who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of  
heaven, but he who does the will of  my Father who is 
in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.’ Every one 
then who hears these words of  mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house upon the 
rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And 
every one who hears these words of  mine and does 
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell; and great was the fall of  it.” And when 
Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were 
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astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
who had authority, and not as their scribes.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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