
YEAR A, PROPER 9, SUNDAY: MASS 
ZECHARIAH 9:9–12; PSALM 145:8–14; ROMANS 7:21–8:6; MATTHEW 11:20–30* 
 
WE INCLUDE MATTHEW 11:20–24 TO HEAR ALL OF JESUS’ APPEAL TO ISRAEL. 

YEAR A, PROPER 9, SUNDAY, COVID-19: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

E'phraim   EE-fray-im 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Zechariah 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on 
an ass, on a colt the foal of an ass. I will cut off the 
chariot from E'phraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion 
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the 
ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the 
blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
captives free from the waterless pit. Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I 
will restore to you double. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 145:8–14 
The Reader says   
Please join me in reading Psalm 145, verses 8 through 
14, found in the red Prayer Book on page 802. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
8  The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
  
9  The LORD is loving to everyone * 
    and his compassion is over all his works. 
  
10  All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
    and your faithful servants bless you. 
  
11  They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
    and speak of your power; 
  
12  That the peoples may know of your power * 
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
  
13  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
    your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
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14  The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
    and merciful in all his deeds. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, 
in my inmost self, but I see in my members another 
law at war with the law of my mind and making me 
captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself serve the law of 
God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law 
of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of 
sin and death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set 
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their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
     and merciful in all his deeds. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Then Jesus began to upbraid the cities where most of 
his mighty works had been done, because they did not 
repent. “Woe to you, Chora'zin! woe to you,  
Beth-sa'ida! for if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell 
you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of judgment 
for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Caper'na-
um, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done 
in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I tell you that it shall be 
more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of 
Sodom than for you.” At that time Jesus declared, “I 
thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes; yea, 
Father, for such was thy gracious will. All things have 
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been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and any one to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 


