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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Amos 
Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: “Woe 
to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would 
you have the day of the LORD? It is darkness, and not 
light; as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him; 
or went into the house and leaned with his hand 
against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day 
of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with 
no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal 
offerings, I will not accept them, and the peace 
offerings of your fatted beasts I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the 
melody of your harps I will not listen. But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
Please turn the page to lead the appointed psalm. 
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Psalm 70 
The Reader says   
Please join me in reading Psalm 70, found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 682. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1  Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
    O LORD, make haste to help me. 
  
2  Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 
    let those who take pleasure in my misfortune  

draw back and be disgraced. 
  
3  Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over  

me turn back, * 
   because they are ashamed. 
  
4  Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
    let those who love your salvation say for ever, 

  “Great is the LORD!” 
  
5  But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
    come to me speedily, O God. 
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6  You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
    O LORD, do not tarry. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  

First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
Please turn the page to lead the appointed Gospel Acclamation. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Be watchful and ready, * 
     for you know not when the Son of Man  

is coming. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven shall be compared 
to ten maidens who took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they 
all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there was a 
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cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
Then all those maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. 
And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise 
replied, ‘Perhaps there will not be enough for us and 
for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut. 
Afterward the other maidens came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly, I say to you, I 
do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


