
YEAR B, EPIPHANY 7, SUNDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of  Israel: 
“Remember not the former things, nor consider the 
things of  old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild 
beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for 
I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to 
give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I 
formed for myself  that they might declare my praise. 
Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have 
been weary of  me, O Israel! You have not brought me 
your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with 
your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings,
or wearied you with frankincense. You have not 
bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me 
with the fat of  your sacrifices. But you have burdened 
me with your sins, you have wearied me with your 
iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 32:1–8
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 32, verses 1 through 8,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 624.
The Reader repeats the above information several times.

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are 
forgiven,*

   and whose sin is put away!
 
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no 

guilt, *
   and in whose spirit there is no guile!
 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered 

away,*
   because of  my groaning all day long.
 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;*

  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of  
summer.

 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
   and did not conceal my guilt.
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6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD.” *

   Then you forgave me the guilt of  my sin.
 
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to

you in time of  trouble; *
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not 

reach them.
 
8. You are my hiding-place;

you preserve me from trouble; *
   you surround me with shouts of  deliverance.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not 
been Yes and No. For the Son of  God, Jesus Christ, 
whom we preached among you, Silva'nus and Timothy
and I, was not Yes and No; but in him it is always Yes. 
For all the promises of  God find their Yes in him. 
That is why we utter the Amen through him, to the 
glory of  God. But it is God who establishes us with 
you in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has put his
seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.
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The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Open my eyes, O Lord, *

  that I may see the wonders of  you law.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When Jesus returned to Caper'na-um after some days, 
it was reported that he was at home. And many were 
gathered together, so that there was no longer room 
for them, not even about the door; and he was 
preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing 
to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they 
could not get near him because of  the crowd, they 
removed the roof  above him; and when they had 
made an opening, they let down the pallet on which 
the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he 
said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
Now some of  the scribes were sitting there, 
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak 
thus? It is blasphemy!  Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 
them, “Why do you question thus in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’?
But that you may know that the Son of  man has 
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authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and 
go home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the 
pallet and went out before them all; so that they were 
all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw 
anything like this!”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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