YEAR C, PROPER 14, SUNDAY: MASS

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

A'bram AY-bruhm
Elie'zer el-i-EE-zur

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Genesis

After these things the word of the LORD came to
A'bram in a vision, “Fear not, A'bram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great.” But A'bram
said, “O Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, for 1
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Elie'zer
of Damascus?” And A'bram said, “Behold, thou hast
given me no offspring; and a slave born in my house
will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, ““T'his man shall not be your heir; your
own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number
the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he
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said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he
believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 33:12-22
The Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 33, verses 12 through
22, found 1n the red Prayer Book beginning on page
6206.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!

13 The LORD looks down from heaven, *
and beholds all the people in the world.

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.
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15 He fashions all the hearts of them *
and understands all their works.

16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty
army; *
a strong man is not delivered by his great
strength.

17 'The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
for all its strength it cannot save.

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who
fear him, *
on those who wait upon his love,

19 To pluck their lives from death, *

and to feed them in time of famine.

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; *
he is our help and our shield.

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
for in his holy Name we put our trust.
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22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old
received divine approval. By faith we understand that
the world was created by the word of God, so that
what 1s seen was made out of things which do not
appear. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to go out to a place which he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he
was to go. By faith he sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living 1n tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. By faith Sarah
herself recetved power to conceive, even when she
was past the age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him
as good as dead, were born descendants as many as
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the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore. These all died in faith, not
having recetved what was promised, but having seen it
and greeted it from afar, and having acknowledged
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For
people who speak thus make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that
land from which they had gone out, they would have
had opportunity to return. But as it 1s, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has

prepared for them a city.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.
Reader Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation
from day to day.
People Alleluia.
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The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Fear not, little flock, for it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide
yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Let your
loins be girded and your lamps burning, and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home
from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him
at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
servants whom the master finds awake when he
comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself and have
them sit at table, and he will come and serve them. If
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he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and
finds them so, blessed are those servants! But know
this, that if the householder had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have left his house
to be broken into. You also must be ready; for the Son
of man 1s coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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