
EASTER EVE: THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

AT THE EUCHARIST

THE EPISTLE: ROMANS 6:3–11
Do you not know that all of  us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of  the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of  life. For if  we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self  was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. 
But if  we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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PSALM 114
1 When Israel came out of  Egypt, alleluia, *

  the house of  Jacob from a people of  strange 
speech, alleluia,

 
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary, alleluia, *
   and Israel his dominion, alleluia.
 
3 The sea beheld it and fled, alleluia; *
   Jordan turned and went back, alleluia.
 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, alleluia, *
   and the little hills like young sheep, alleluia.
 
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled, alleluia? *
   O Jordan, that you turned back, alleluia?
 
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams, 

alleluia? *
   you little hills like young sheep, alleluia?

 7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of  the LORD, 
alleluia, *

   at the presence of  the God of  Jacob, alleluia, 
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8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of  water, 
alleluia, *

   and flint-stone into a flowing spring, alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:1-10
Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of  the first 
day of  the week, Mary Mag'dalene and the other Mary 
went to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a 
great earthquake; for an angel of  the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow. And for fear of  him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. But the angel 
said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for 
he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has 
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him. Lo, I have told 
you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And 
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And they 
came up and took hold of  his feet and worshiped him.
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

ROMANS 6:3–11; PSALM 114; MATTHEW 28:1–10



my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
me.”
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