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JANUARY 2,  
BASIL THE GREAT, BISHOP OF CAESAREA, 379: 
MASS 
At the Noonday Office, please use the reading for Basil the 
Great in They Still Speak, page 117. 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
Among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it 
is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 
who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret 
and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glorification. None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is 
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for 
those who love him,” God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. For what person knows a man’s 
thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from 
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God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on 
us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 139: 1–9 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 139, verses 1 through 
9, found in the red Prayer Book on page 794. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 139 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1   LORD, you have searched me out and known  

me; * 
    you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
    you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 
2   You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
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3   Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

 
4   You press upon me behind and before * 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5   Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
    it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 
6   Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
    where can I flee from your presence? 
 
7   If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
    if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
 
8   If I take the wings of the morning * 
    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
 
9   Even there your hand will lead me * 
    and your right hand hold me fast. 
 
Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Word became flesh and dwelt among  

us, * 
  full of grace and truth. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and 
said, “I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes; yea, 
Father, for such was thy gracious will. All things have 
been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is 
except the Son and any one to whom the Son chooses 
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to reveal him.” Then turning to the disciples he said 
privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see what you 
see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord.  


