
JANUARY 18,
THE CONFESSION OF SAINT PETER THE 
APOSTLE: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself  will 
search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As a 
shepherd seeks out his flock when some of  his sheep 
have been scattered abroad, so will I seek out my 
sheep; and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of  clouds and thick 
darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples, 
and gather them from the countries, and will bring 
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of  Israel, by the fountains, and in all the 
inhabited places of  the country. I will feed them with 
good pasture, and upon the mountain heights of  Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and on fat pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of  Israel. I myself  will be the shepherd of  
my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, and I will 
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strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 
watch over; I will feed them in justice.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

 The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of  John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second
time he said to him, “Simon, son of  John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to 
him the third time, “Simon, son of  John, do you love 
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, when you were young, you girded yourself  
and walked where you would; but when you are old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird 
you and carry you where you do not wish to go.” (This
he said to show by what death he was to glorify God.) 
And after this he said to him, “Follow me.” Peter 
turned and saw following them the disciple whom 
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Jesus loved, who had lain close to his breast at the 
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to 
betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, 
“Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If  it 
is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you? Follow me!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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