JANUARY 25,
THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he
is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he
established it; he did not create it a chaos, he formed it
to be inhabited!): “I am the LORD, and there is no
other. I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; I
did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in
chaos.” I the LORD speak the truth, I declare what 1s
right. Assemble yourselves and come, draw near
together, you survivors of the nations! They have no
knowledge who carry about their wooden 1dols, and
keep on praying to a god that cannot save. Declare
and present your case; let them take counsel together!
Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it
not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides
me, a righteous God and a Savior; there 1s none
besides me. Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of
the earth! For I am God, and there 1s no other. By
myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth
in righteousness a word that shall not return: “To me
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every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” Only
in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are righteousness
and strength; to him shall come and be ashamed, all
who were incensed against him. In the LORD all the
offspring of Israel shall tritumph and glory.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Philippians
If any other man thinks he has reason for confidence
in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, as
to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to righteousness
under the law blameless. But whatever gain I had, I
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as
refuse, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on
law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith; that I
may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
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may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, that if possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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