FEBRUARY 2,
THE PRESENTATION: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Haggai HAG-1gh
Dari'us da-RIGH-us

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Hagg'ai

In the second year of Dari'us the king, in the seventh
month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word
of the LORD came by Hagg'ai the prophet, “Speak
now to Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el, governor
of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehoz'adak, the
high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and
say, ‘Who 1s left among you that saw this house in its
former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not in your
sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O
Zerub'babel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua,
son of Jehoz'adak, the high priest; take courage, all
you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for I am
with you, says the LORD of hosts, according to the
promise that I made you when you came out of
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Egypt. My Spirit abides among you; fear not. For thus
says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and
the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this
house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The
silver 1s mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of
hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be
greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and
in this place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of
hosts.” ”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of John

See what love the Father has given us, that we should
be called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; it
does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he i1s. And every one who thus hopes in him
purifies himself as he 1s pure. Every one who commits
sin 1s guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You
know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him
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there 1s no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one
who sins has either seen him or known him. Little
children, let no one deceive you. He who does right 1s
righteous, as he 1s righteous. He who commits sin 1s of
the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning;
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lotd.
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