FEBRUARY 24,
SAINT MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve
over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” And Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And
the LORD said, ‘““T'ake a heifer with you, and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” And invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do;
and you shall anoint for me him whom I name to
you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD; consecrate yourselves, and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse
and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. When
they came, he looked on Eli'ab and thought, “Surely
the LORD’S anointed 1s before him.” But the LORD
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said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him;
for the LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the
heart.” Then Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him
pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the
LLORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Sham'mah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen
this one.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD
has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for we
will not sit down till he comes here.”” And he sent, and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise,
anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn
of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brothers;
and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went
to Ra'mah.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of John

Children, it 1s the last hour; and as you have heard that
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have
come; therefore we know that it is the last hour. They
went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they
had been of us, they would have continued with us;
but they went out, that it might be plain that they all
are not of us. But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. I write to you, not because you
do not know the truth, but because you know it, and
know that no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but he
who denies that Jesus 1s the Christ? This 1s the
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No
one who denies the Son has the Father. He who
confesses the Son has the Father also. Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you
heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will
abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he

has promised us, eternal life.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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