
MARCH 19, SAINT JOSEPH: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
I will recount the steadfast love of  the LORD, the 
praises of  the LORD, according to all that the LORD 
has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of
Israel which he has granted them according to his 
mercy, according to the abundance of  his steadfast 
love. For he said, Surely they are my people, sons who 
will not deal falsely; and he became their Savior. In all 
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of  his 
presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all
the days of  old. But they rebelled and grieved his holy 
Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and 
himself  fought against them. Then he remembered the
days of  old, of  Moses his servant. Where is he who 
brought up out of  the sea the shepherds of  his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of  them his holy 
Spirit, who caused his glorious arm to go at the right 
hand of  Moses, who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself  an everlasting name, who led 
them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. Like cattle that go down into the
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valley, the Spirit of  the LORD gave them rest. So thou 
didst lead thy people, to make for thyself  a glorious 
name. Look down from heaven and see, from thy holy
and glorious habitation. Where are thy zeal and thy 
might? The yearning of  thy heart and thy compassion 
are withheld from me. For thou art our Father, though
Abraham does not know us and Israel does not 
acknowledge us; thou, O LORD, art our Father, our 
Redeemer from of  old is thy name.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now the birth of  Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with 
child of  the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
this, behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of  David, do not fear to 
take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is of  the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
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had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of  the 
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her 
not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 
Jesus.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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