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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne and the 
earth is my footstool; what is the house which you 
would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? 
All these things my hand has made, and so all these 
things are mine, says the LORD. But this is the man to 
whom I will look, he that is humble and contrite in 
spirit, and trembles at my word. “He who slaughters 
an ox is like him who kills a man; he who sacrifices a 
lamb, like him who breaks a dog’s neck; he who 
presents a cereal offering, like him who offers swine’s 
blood; he who makes a memorial offering of 
frankincense, like him who blesses an idol. These have 
chosen their own ways, and their soul delights in their 
abominations; I also will choose affliction for them, 
and bring their fears upon them; because, when I 
called, no one answered, when I spoke they did not 
listen; but they did what was evil in my eyes, and chose 
that in which I did not delight.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 133 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 133 as found in the 
red Prayer Book on page 787. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 133 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1  Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
    when brethren live together in unity! 
  
2  It is like fine oil upon the head * 
    that runs down upon the beard, 
  
3  Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
    and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
  
4  It is like the dew of Hermon * 
    that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
  
5  For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
    life for evermore. 
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In Lent: 
There is no verse before the Gospel and the reader returns to his 
or her seat. 
 
In Eastertide: 
The reader leads the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Blessed are the poor in spirit, * 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now a discussion arose between John’s disciples and a 
Jew over purifying. And they came to John, and said 
to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the 
Jordan, to whom you bore witness, here he is, 
baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, 
“No one can receive anything except what is given 
him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, 
that I said, I am not the Christ, but I have been sent 
before him. He who has the bride is the bridegroom; 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; 
therefore this joy of mine is now full. He must 
increase, but I must decrease.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


