JUNE 11,
SAINT BARNABAS THE APOSTLE:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ecclesiasticus uh-KILEE-zee-AS-ti-kuhs

The First 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

The rich man toils as his wealth accumulates, and
when he rests he fills himself with his dainties. The
poor man toils as his livelthood diminishes, and when
he rests he becomes needy. He who loves gold will not
be justified, and he who pursues money will be led
astray by it. Many have come to ruin because of gold,
and their destruction has met them face to face. Itis a
stumbling block to those who are devoted to it, and
every fool will be taken captive by it. Blessed 1s the
rich man who 1s found blameless, and who does not
go after gold. Who is he? And we will call him blessed,
for he has done wonderful things among his people.
Who has been tested by it and been found perfect? Let
it be for him a ground for boasting. Who has had the
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power to transgress and did not transgress, and to do
evil and did not do it? His prosperity will be
established, and the assembly will relate his acts of
charity.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now the company of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things
which he possessed was his own, but they had
everything in common. And with great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There
was not a needy person among them, for as many as
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at
the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made to each as
any had need. Thus Joseph who was surnamed by the
apostles Barnabas (which means, Son of
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a
field which belonged to him, and brought the money
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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