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JUNE 23, EVE OF THE NATIVITY  
OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST: EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus 
The prophet Eli'jah arose like a fire, and his word 
burned like a torch. He brought a famine upon them, 
and by his zeal he made them few in number. By the 
word of the LORD he shut up the heavens, and also 
three times brought down fire. How glorious you 
were, O Eli'jah, in your wondrous deeds! And who has 
the right to boast which you have? You who raised a 
corpse from death and from Hades, by the word of 
the Most High; who brought kings down to 
destruction, and famous men from their beds; who 
heard rebuke at Sinai and judgments of vengeance at 
Horeb; who anointed kings to inflict retribution, and 
prophets to succeed you. You who were taken up by a 
whirlwind of fire, in a chariot with horses of fire; you 
who are ready at the appointed time, it is written, to 
calm the wrath of God before it breaks out in fury, to 
turn the heart of the father to the son, and to restore 
the tribes of Jacob. Blessed are those who saw you,  
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and those who have been adorned in love; for we also 
shall surely live. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Jude'a    juu-DEE-uh 
Abi'jah    uh-BIGH-juh 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
In the days of Herod, king of Jude'a, there was a priest 
named Zechari'ah, of the division of Abi'jah; and he 
had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no 
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest 
before God when his division was on duty, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to 
enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying 
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outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of 
the altar of incense. And Zechari'ah was troubled 
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the 
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechari'ah, for 
your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth; for he will be great before the Lord, and he shall 
drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 
And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the 
Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit 
and power of Eli'jah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.” And Zechari'ah said to the angel, “How 
shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I 
am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God; and I 
was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good 
news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to 
speak until the day that these things come to pass, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting 
for Zechari'ah, and they wondered at his delay in the 
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temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to 
them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in 
the temple; and he made signs to them and remained 
dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he 
went to his home. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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