JULY 25, SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoi'akim the son of
Josi'ah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD,
“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the
LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah
which come to worship in the house of the LORD all
the words that I command you to speak to them; do
not hold back a word. It may be they will listen, and
every one turn from his evil way, that I may repent of
the evil which I intend to do to them because of their
evil doings. You shall say to them, “Thus says the
LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law
which I have set before you, and to heed the words of
my servants the prophets whom I send to you
urgently, though you have not heeded, then I will make
this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse
for all the nations of the earth.” ” The priests and the
prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the house of the LORD. And when
Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the
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priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of
him, saying, “You shall die! Why have you prophesied
in the name of the LORD, saying, “T'his house shall be
like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered about
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. When the princes
of Judah heard these things, they came up from the
king’s house to the house of the LORD and took their
seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the
LORD. Then the priests and the prophets said to the
princes and to all the people, “This man deserves the
sentence of death, because he has prophesied against
this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” Then
Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people,
saying, ““I'he LORD sent me to prophesy against this
house and this city all the words you have heard. Now
therefore amend your ways and your doings, and obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will
repent of the evil which he has pronounced against
you. But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do
with me as seems good and right to you. Only know
for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and
its inhabitants, for in
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truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these
words in your ears.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus sent out the twelve charging them, “Behold, I
send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of
men; for they will deliver you up to councils, and flog
you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear
testimony before them and the Gentiles. When they
deliver you up, do not be anxious how you are to
speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say
will be given to you in that hour; for it 1s not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you. Brother will deliver up brother to death, and the
father his child, and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death; and you will be hated by
all for my name’s sake. But he who endures to the end
will be saved. When they persecute you in one town,
flee to the next; for truly, I say to you, you will not
have gone through all the towns of Israel, before the
Son of man comes. A disciple 1s not above his teacher,
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nor a servant above his master; it 1s enough for the
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house
Be-el'zebul, how much more will they malign those of
his household. So have no fear of them; for nothing 1s
covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will
not be known. What I tell you in the dark, utter in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim upon the
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will
fall to the ground without your Father’s will. But even
the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
So every one who acknowledges me before men, I also
will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven;
but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny

before my Father who is in heaven.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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