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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 22, 2018 
Solemn Mass 
By the Reverend James Ross Smith 
Year B, Proper 11: Isaiah 57:14–21; Psalm 22:22–30; Ephesians 2:11–22; 
Mark 6:30–44 

 
While I was on vacation last month, I spent some time 
in Buffalo, in Upstate New York. I grew up in a town 
not far from there, and I attended high school in 
Buffalo’s historic center. It was a good visit. I spent 
time with my brother and his family. I visited my 
parents’ and my brothers’ graves, something I’d long 
needed to do, and I walked around the city, 
remembering my complicated adolescence of fifty 
years ago. 
 
Maxwell Johnson, a well-known Lutheran liturgist, 
edited and published a book in 2000 called Between 
Memory and Hope: Readings on the Liturgical Year.1 
The book has sat on my bookshelf for many years. 
I’ve read some of the essays in the book, and, walking 
back and forth past that bookshelf over the years, I’ve 
read that title a million times. And, to tell you the 
truth, I never gave it much thought. “Between 
Memory and Hope” always seemed to me to be a 

                            
1 Maxwell Johnson, Between Memory and Hope: Readings on the Liturgical Year 
(Pueblo Books, 2000). 
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generic sort of title, just the thing for a collection of 
academic articles about the church year. But 
recently—perhaps because of all that remembering in 
my hometown—I read the title and I finally got it. 
“Between memory and hope”: that’s us. That’s how 
we’re meant to live, pray, and worship. We’re 
supposed to recall the crucial, living past by reading 
Scripture and studying the tradition. We’re also 
supposed to live faithfully and realistically in the 
present—open to grace, but realistic about the passage 
of time and the inevitability of growing old, loss, pain, 
and sorrow. We’re supposed to live right now, doing 
our best to love God and our neighbor, while daring 
to hope for a future when we will know God more 
fully and all our tears will be wiped away.2 Between 
memory and hope. That’s you and me. That’s what 
our life is meant to be. 
 
Today’s gospel passage is a portion of Mark that is 
drenched with memory. The evangelist is sharing 
memories of what Jesus said and did during a 
particular time and in a particular time and place. In 
the beginning of chapter 6, Jesus goes back home and 
is not well received, so he moves on. He teaches. He 

                            
2 Revelation 21:4. 
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heals, and he sends out the twelve to do the same 
thing. His disciples teach, and “they cast out many 
demons and [anoint] with oil many who [are] sick and 
[cure] them.”3 The “twelve”—here Mark calls them 
“apostles”—that is, “the sent-out ones”4—for the first 
and only time—these “apostles” return feeling pretty 
good. They’ve enjoyed some success and so they 
gather around Jesus to tell him what they’ve 
accomplished. But in between the sending out and the 
apostles’ return, there is an interlude: Mark tells us the 
story of John the Baptist’s murder by King Herod. 
Mark seems to want to remind us that, in this life, 
whatever our successes, the advent of God’s reign 
does not eradicate every evil. 
 
In today’s passage, Mark remembers that Jesus fed a 
great crowd of people. The story of Jesus’ compassion 
for the people and his insistence on feeding them is 
deeply embedded in Mark’s memory and that of his 
community. Food and eating, drinking and feeding, 
hunger and thirst, want and abundance, are important 
things in the Bible. And all of that is surely in the 
background as Mark tells us about the feeding of the 

                            
3 Mark 6:12–13. 
4 Marcus, Joel, Mark 1–8, A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, 
The Anchor Yale Bible 27 (Yale University Press, 2000), 416. 
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crowd. There are echoes here of the Exodus, of Moses 
and the manna in the wilderness.5 There are echoes, 
too, of Elisha, who in the face of his servant’s 
resistance and disbelief, says, “Give [the bread and the 
grain] to the people and let them eat, for thus says the 
LORD, ‘they shall eat and have some left.’.”6 For Mark, 
these are more than just echoes or interesting 
coincidences. They are signs of God’s persistent desire 
to feed people who are hungry in both body and in 
spirit. For Mark, the fact that Jesus succeeds in feeding 
the hungry and caring for the lost is a holy memory. It 
is a sign of the arrival of God’s reign. It tells us what 
Jesus did in the past. And yet these memories have to 
do not only with the past. They also invite us to think 
about both present and future. Mark wants to tell us 
who Jesus was, but also who he is. What’s more, even 
as Mark is telling us the story of the feeding of the 
crowd, he knows that he is also going to tell us about 
the Last Supper, when Jesus gives thanks over the cup 
of wine, gives it to his disciples to drink and says, 
“Truly, I tell you I will never drink of the fruit of the 

                            
5 Exodus 16–18. I was introduced to the idea that biblical texts often contain 
“echoes” of previous biblical texts in the work of Richard Hays. See Richard B. Hays, 
Echoes of Scripture in the Gospels (Yale University Press, 1993). 
6 See 2 Kings 4:42–44. Please note that Father Peter Powell will be teaching a class on 
the Elijah/Elisha cycle in the Old Testament in the Adult Forum in November 2018 
and on Sundays in Lent in 2019. 
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vine until the day when I drink it new in the kingdom 
of God.”7 In the gospels, eating and drinking in the 
present reminds us of the past and gives us hope for 
the future.  
 
And so, we read the story of the feeding of the hungry 
crowd because it is a memory that is meant to shape 
our present lives: remembering the past reminds us to 
be on the lookout for those times and places when 
God, right now, against all odds, feeds those who are 
hungry in body, mind, and spirit. And it makes us 
think about what we are saying when we talk about the 
future, when we talk about “the heavenly banquet.”8 
 
Reading this morning’s gospel passage may also inspire 
us to consider how in the present we too are being 
“sent out,” how we, too, might be called to feed those 
who are hungry in body, mind, and spirit... And here I 
would like to conclude with a set of questions. On 
many Sundays this summer, as we read through Mark 
6 and the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John, we will 
be hearing a lot about bread and a lot about eating and 
being fed. As you prepare to read and remember, 

                            
7 See Mark 14:22–25. 
8 Burial II, Postcommunion Prayer, Book of Common Prayer, 498. 
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maybe you could ask yourself: When have I felt 
hungry? When have I felt lost? When has God fed me 
and in what way? When has Jesus fed me? How does 
Jesus feed me in the Eucharist? How does the 
sacrament of the bread and the wine feed, comfort, 
and satisfy me? And how does the Eucharist leave me 
hungry, challenging me to be more or to do more? 
And, finally, what about this community? This parish 
was founded as the Free Society of the Church of 
Saint Mary the Virgin. It was called a “free society” 
because there were to be no reserved seats. Everybody 
was welcome to worship. Everybody was invited here 
to consider if they were being called to eat the Supper 
of the Lamb and to take on everything that eating such 
a meal would entail. Everybody was invited, rich and 
poor alike. All were invited to take a place, just as 
Jesus invited the people to take a place “upon the 
green grass.”9 This, too, is our sacred memory. This is 
our founders’ vision. And what does such a vision 
mean for both our present and our future? How are 
we being sent out among the crowd, to meet the  
  

                            
9 Mark 6:39. 
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people of our city, to feed those who are hungry in 
body, mind, and spirit? 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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