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AUGUST 29, 
THE BEHEADING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST: MASS 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Gird up 
your loins; arise, and say to them everything that I 
command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I 
dismay you before them. And I, behold, I make you 
this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls, 
against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its 
princes, its priests, and the people of the land. They 
will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against 
you, for I am with you, says the LORD, to deliver you.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Please turn the page to lead the appointed psalm.  
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Psalm 71: 1–8 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 71, verses 1 through 8, 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 683. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 71 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1  In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 
    let me never be ashamed. 
  
2  In your righteousness, deliver me and set me  

free; * 
    incline your ear to me and save me. 
  
3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 
    you are my crag and my stronghold. 
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4  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the  
wicked, * 

  from the clutches of the evildoer and the  
oppressor. 

 
5  For you are my hope, O Lord God, * 
    my confidence since I was young. 
  
6  I have been sustained by you ever since I was  

born;  
from my mother’s womb you have been my  

strength; * 
    my praise shall be always of you. 
  
7  I have become a portent to many; * 
    but you are my refuge and my strength. 
  
8  Let my mouth be full of your praise * 
    and your glory all the day long. 
 
Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Happy are those who are persecuted for  

righteousness’ sake, * 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And Jesus called to him the twelve, and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over 
the unclean spirits. So they went out and preached that 
men should repent. And they cast out many demons, 
and anointed with oil many that were sick and healed 



AUGUST 29, THE BEHEADING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST: MASS 
JEREMIAH 1: 17–19; PSALM 71:1–8; MARK 6:7, 12–29* 
 
WE INCLUDE MARK 6:7, 12–16 TO HEAR THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THE EVANGELIST PLACES THE 

STORY OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER’S DEATH. 
 
THE PROPER FOR THIS COMMEMORATION IS FROM THE LECTIONARY FOR MASS (1970 USA EDITION) 
OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

them. King Herod heard of it; for Jesus’ name had 
become known. Some said, “John the baptizer has 
been raised from the dead; that is why these powers 
are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Eli'jah.” 
And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it he said, 
“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod 
had sent and seized John, and bound him in prison for 
the sake of Hero'di-as, his brother Philip’s wife; 
because he had married her. For John said to Herod, 
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
And Hero'di-as had a grudge against him, and wanted 
to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was much 
perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an 
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading 
men of Galilee. For when Hero'di-as' daughter came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and 
the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will grant it.” And he vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 
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kingdom.” And she went out, and said to her mother, 
“What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John 
the baptizer.” And she came in immediately with haste 
to the king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give me 
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And 
the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his 
oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word 
to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier of the 
guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, and brought his head on a 
platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to 
her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came 
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


