SEPTEMBER 8,
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:
MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

Hannah was deeply distressed and prayed to the
LORD, and wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and
said, “O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on
the affliction of thy maidservant, and remember me,
and not forget thy maidservant, but wilt give to thy
maidservant a son, then I will give him to the LORD
all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his
head.” As she continued praying before the LORD,
Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was speaking in her
heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not
heard; therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman.
And Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunken?
Put away your wine from you.” But Hannah answered,
“No, my lord, I am a woman sorely troubled; I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been
pouring out my soul before the LORD. Do not regard
your maidservant as a base woman, for all along I have
been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.”
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Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of
Israel grant your petition which you have made to
him.” And she said, “Let your maidservant find favor
in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate,
and her countenance was no longer sad. They rose
early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD;
then they went back to their house at Ramah. And
Elka'nah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD
remembered her; and in due time Hannah conceived

and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for
she said, “I have asked him of the LORD.”
The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 27

At Said Mass the Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 27 verses 1 through 6,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 617.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 27 as found in the
service bulletin.
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1. The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom then shall I fear? *
the LORD is the strength of my life;
of whom then shall I be afraid?

2. When evildoers came upon me to eat up
my flesh, *
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who

stumbled and fell.

3. Though an army should encamp against me, *
yet my heart shall not be afraid;

4. And though war should rise up against me, *
yet will I put my trust in him.

5. One thing have I asked of the LORD;
one thing I seek; *
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the
days of my life;

6. To behold the fair beauty of the LORD *
and to seek him in his temple.

Please turn the page and lead the Gospel Acclamation.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.
Reader Blessed are you, O Mary, among
women; *
and blessed 1s the fruit of your womb!
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of

greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do
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not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” And Mary said to the angel, ‘How shall this be,
since I have no husband?” And the angel said to her,
“T'he Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren. For with God nothing
will be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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