
SEPTEMBER 13, EVE OF HOLY CROSS DAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Solomon stood before the altar of  the LORD in the 
presence of  all the assembly of  Israel, and spread 
forth his hands toward heaven; and said, “O LORD, 
God of  Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and 
showing steadfast love to thy servants who walk 
before thee with all their heart; who hast kept with thy 
servant David my father what thou didst declare to 
him; yea, thou didst speak with thy mouth, and with 
thy hand hast fulfilled it this day. Now therefore, O 
LORD, God of  Israel, keep with thy servant David my 
father what thou hast promised him, saying, ‘There 
shall never fail you a man before me to sit upon the 
throne of  Israel, if  only your sons take heed to their 
way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 
Now therefore, O God of  Israel, let thy word be 
confirmed, which thou hast spoken to thy servant 
David my father. But will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 
contain thee; how much less this house which I have 
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built! Yet have regard to the prayer of  thy servant and 
to his supplication, O LORD my God, hearkening to 
the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prays 
before thee this day; that thy eyes may be open night 
and day toward this house, the place of  which thou 
hast said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that thou mayest 
hearken to the prayer which thy servant offers toward 
this place. And hearken thou to the supplication of  thy
servant and of  thy people Israel, when they pray 
toward this place; yea, hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place; and when thou hearest, forgive.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Ephesians
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in 
the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called 
the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands 
—remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of  Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of  promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off  have been brought 
near in the blood of  Christ. For he is our peace, who 
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has made us both one, and has broken down the 
dividing wall of  hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the 
law of  commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself  one new man in place of  the two, so 
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby bringing the 
hostility to an end. And he came and preached peace 
to you who were far off  and peace to those who were 
near; for through him we both have access in one 
Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of  the household of  
God, built upon the foundation of  the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself  being the cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you 
also are built into it for a dwelling place of  God in the 
Spirit.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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