SEPTEMBER 15,
CYPRIAN,
BISHOP AND MARTYR OF CARTHAGE, 258: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and
a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a
partaker in the glory that is to be revealed. Tend the
flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but
willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as
domineering over those in your charge but being
examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is
manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of
glory. Likewise you that are younger be subject to the
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due
time he may exalt you. Cast all your anxieties on him,
for he cares about you. Be sober, be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking some one to devour. Resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same experience of sutfering is
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required of your brotherhood throughout the world.
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen
you. To him be the dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 23

At Said Mass the Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 23, found in the red
Prayer Book beginning on page 640.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed times.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 23 as found in the
service bulletin.

1 'The LORD 1s my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
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3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his
Name’s sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of
those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for
evet.

Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Happy are those who are persecuted for
rigchteousness’ sake, *
for theirs 1s the kingdom of heaven.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who 1s a
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own
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and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So
there shall be one flock, one shepherd.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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