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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which 
comes upon you to prove you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as 
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice 
and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or 
a wrongdoer, or a mischief-maker; yet if one suffers as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that 
name let him glorify God. For the time has come for 
judgment to begin with the household of God; and if 
it begins with us, what will be the end of those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous 
man is scarcely saved, where will the impious and 
sinner appear?” Therefore let those who suffer  
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according to God’s will do right and entrust their souls 
to a faithful Creator. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 121 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 121, found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 779. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 121 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1  I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
    from where is my help to come? 
  
2  My help comes from the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
3  He will not let your foot be moved * 

  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
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4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
    shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 
5  The LORD himself watches over you; * 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
  
6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
    nor the moon by night. 
  
7  The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
    it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 
8.  The LORD shall watch over your going out and  

your coming in, * 
    from this time forth for evermore. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Happy are those who are persecuted  

for righteousness’ sake, * 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

People  Alleluia. 
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The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And Jesus called to him the multitude with his 
disciples, and said to them, “If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can 
a man give in return for his life? For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also 
be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


