SEPTEMBER 21,
SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand
upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of
this people, saying: “Do not call conspiracy all that this
people call conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear,
nor be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him you shall
regard as holy; let him be your fear, and let him be
your dread. And he will become a sanctuary, and a
stone of offense, and a rock of stumbling to both
houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem. And many shall stumble thereon; they
shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and
taken.” Bind up the testimony, seal the teaching among
my disciples. I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding
his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in
him. Behold, I and the children whom the LLORD has
given me are signs and portents in Israel from the
LLORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. And
when they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the
wizards who chirp and mutter,” should not a people

SEPTEMBER 21, SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST: MORNING PRAYER
PSALM 119:41-64; ISATAH 8:11-20; ROMANS 10:1-15



consult their God? Should they consult the dead on
behalf of the living? To the teaching and to the
testimony! Surely for this word which they speak there
is no dawn.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
them 1s that they may be saved. I bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.
For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes
from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ 1s the
end of the law, that every one who has faith may be
justitied. Moses writes that the man who practices the
rigchteousness which is based on the law shall live by it.
But the righteousness based on faith says, Do not say
in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is,
to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the
abyss?” (that 1s, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does 1t say? The word is near you, on your lips
and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which we
preach); because, if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
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him from the dead, you will be saved. For man
believes with his heart and so is justified, and he
confesses with his lips and so is saved. The scripture
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his
riches upon all who call upon him. For, “every one
who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”
But how are men to call upon him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without a preacher? And how can men preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach good news!”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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