OCTOBER 31, EVE OF ALL SAINTS’ DAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and
no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the
foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure
was thought to be an affliction, and their going from
us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For
though in the sight of men they were punished, their
hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a
little, they will receive great good, because God tested
them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in
the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt
offering he accepted them. In the time of their
visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks
through the stubble. They will govern nations and rule
over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them for
ever. Those who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in love, because
grace and mercy are upon his elect, and he watches
over his holy ones.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of
a great multitude 1n heaven, crying, “Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.”
And the twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God who 1s seated
on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from
the throne came a voice crying, “Praise our God, all
you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.”
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the
sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying, “Hallelujah! For
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself
ready; it was granted her to be clothed with fine linen,
bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous
deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are
true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to
worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do
that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brethren
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who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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