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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon 
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of 
the foolish they seemed to have died, and their 
departure was thought to be an affliction, and their 
going from us to be their destruction; but they are at 
peace. For though in the sight of men they were 
punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having 
been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 
because God tested them and found them worthy of 
himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like 
a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In the 
time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will 
run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign 
over them for ever. Those who trust in him will 
understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him 
in love, because grace and mercy are upon his elect, 
and he watches over his holy ones. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 23 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 23 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
All     I shall not be in want. 
 
 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
    and leads me beside still waters. 
 
 3 He revives my soul * 
    and guides me along right pathways 

  for his Name’s sake. 
 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the 
  shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
    for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
 5 You spread a table before me in the presence 
  of those who trouble me; * 
    you have anointed my head with oil, 
    and my cup is running over. 
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 6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, * 

    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
  for ever. 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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The Reader says 
Please stand for the Gospel. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  I am the Resurrection and the Life,  
      says the Lord. * 
     Whoever has faith in me shall have  
      life, even though he die. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the people, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who hears my word and believes him who sent me, 
has eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death to life. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
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the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 
will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself, and has 
given him authority to execute judgment, because he is 
the Son of man.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


