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PARISH REQUIEM: MASS III 
At the Noonday Office, please use the reading for Easter 3, 
Friday, page 197.1 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the 
 Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
We do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every 
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, because we look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent 
we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our 
heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not 
be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we 
sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but 
that we would be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has 

 
1 J. Robert Wright, ed., Readings for the Daily Office from the Early Church (New York: Church 
Publishing, 2000). 
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prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 
us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good 
courage; we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. We are of good courage, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 46: 1–8 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 46, verses 1 through 8, 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 649. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading from Psalm 46 as found in 
the service bulletin. 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, * 
   a very present help in trouble. 
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2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be  
    moved, * 
   and though the mountains be toppled into the  
    depths of the sea; 
 
3 Though its waters rage and foam, * 
   and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
 
4 The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of  
    God, * 
   the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
6 God is in the midst of her; 
 she shall not be overthrown; * 
   God shall help her at the break of day. 
 
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are  
    shaken; * 
   God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
 
8 The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  I am the Resurrection and the Life,  
      says the Lord. * 
     Whoever lives and believes in me  
      shall never die. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
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and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I 
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


