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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus 
You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; and turn 
not aside, lest you fall. You who fear the Lord, trust in 
him, and your reward will not fail. You who fear the 
Lord, hope for good things, for everlasting joy and 
mercy. Consider the ancient generations and see: who 
ever trusted in the Lord and was put to shame? Or 
who ever persevered in the fear of the Lord and was 
forsaken? Or who ever called upon him and was 
overlooked? For the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful; he forgives sins and saves in time of 
affliction. Those who fear the Lord will seek his 
approval, and those who love him will be filled with 
the law. Those who fear the Lord will prepare their 
hearts, and will humble themselves before him. Let us 
fall into the hands of the Lord, but not into the hands 
of men; for as his majesty is, so also is his mercy. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 



DECEMBER 7, AMBROSE, BISHOP OF MILAN, 397: MASS 
ECCLESIASTICUS 2:7-11,16-18; PSALM 27:5-11; LUKE 12:35-37,42-44 

Psalm 27: 5-11 
At Said Mass the Reader says   
Please join me in reading Psalm 27, verses 5 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
617. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 27 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
5  One thing have I asked of the LORD; 

one thing I seek; * 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the  

days of my life; 
  
6  To behold the fair beauty of the LORD * 
    and to seek him in his temple. 
  
7  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in  

his shelter; * 
    he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
    and set me high upon a rock. 
  
8  Even now he lifts up my head * 
    above my enemies round about me. 



DECEMBER 7, AMBROSE, BISHOP OF MILAN, 397: MASS 
ECCLESIASTICUS 2:7-11,16-18; PSALM 27:5-11; LUKE 12:35-37,42-44 

9  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; * 

    I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
  
10  Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; * 
    have mercy on me and answer me. 
  
11  You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 
    Your face, LORD, will I seek. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  I am the vine, you are the branches. * 

  Abide in me. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Let your loins be girded 
and your lamps burning, and be like men who are 
waiting for their master to come home from the 
marriage feast, so that they may open to him at once 
when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes; truly, I 
say to you, he will gird himself and have them sit at 
table, and he will come and serve them.” And the 
Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise steward, 
whom his master will set over his household, to give 
them their portion of food at the proper time? Blessed 
is that servant whom his master when he comes will 
find so doing. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over 
all his possessions.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


