
DECEMBER 8, THE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: MASS 
GENESIS 3:8–15, 20*; PSALM 98:1–6; EPHESIANS 1:3–6, 11–12; LUKE 1:26–38 
 
ADAPTED FROM THE LECTIONARY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. WE INCLUDE GENESIS 3:8, 
THE BEGINNING OF THE APPOINTED PASSAGE. 

DECEMBER 8, THE CONCEPTION OF THE  
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: MASS 
For the Noonday Office: From the Fathers to the 
Churches,1 Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, pages 807–
08, as marked. 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
And the man and the woman heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said 
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the 
sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 

 
1 From the Fathers to the Churches: Daily Spiritual Readings Mainly from The Divine Office, ed. Brother 
Kenneth CGA (London: Collins Liturgical Publications, 1987), 807–08. 
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done?” The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, 
and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 
cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you 
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” The man called 
his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Psalm 98:1–6 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 98, verses 1 through 6, 
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 727. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 98 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
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1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
  for he has done marvelous things. 

 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

  has he won for himself the victory. 
 
3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

  his righteousness has he openly shown in the  
sight of the nations. 

 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the  

house of Israel, * 
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the  

victory of our God. 
 
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. He 
destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In him, according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to the counsel 
of his will, we who first hoped in Christ have been 
destined and appointed to live for the praise of his 
glory. 
The Readers says   The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Please turn the page to lead the Gospel 
Acclamation.  
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with  

you, * 
     blessed are you among women. 
People  Alleluia. 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of 
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greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, 
since I have no husband?” And the angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. For with God nothing 
will be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


