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DECEMBER 21, 
SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE: MASS 
At the Noonday Office, please use the reading for Wednesday after 
Easter, page 307, From the Fathers to the Churches (1983). 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
Do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 
reward. For you have need of endurance, so that you 
may do the will of God and receive what is promised. 
“For yet a little while, and the coming one shall come 
and shall not tarry; but my righteous one shall live by 
faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure 
in him.” But we are not of those who shrink back and 
are destroyed, but of those who have faith and keep 
their souls. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 126 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 126, found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 782. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.). 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 126 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
    then were we like those who dream. 
  
2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  
3  Then they said among the nations, * 
    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
  
4  The LORD has done great things for us, * 

  and we are glad indeed. 
  
5  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
    like the watercourses of the Negev. 
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6  Those who sowed with tears * 
    will reap with songs of joy. 
  
7  Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

  will come again with joy, shouldering their  
sheaves. 

 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Have you believed because you have seen  

me? * 
  Blessed are those who have not seen and  

yet believe. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” Eight days 
later, his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but 
Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but 
believing.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord.  


