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THE Chicago Journal says that Dr. Lunn's
program for the " Unification of Christendom"
would reduce Christianity "to the serene and
flaccid state of a stranded jelly fish."

IN some things, at least, Protestantism is
diametrically opposite to its original position.
For example, we now have a Protestant pilgrim-
age to the grove of "the very pious Rev. John
Boyd, pastor of this Church of Calvin,"' at
Freehold, N". J. This is about as near as Presby-
terians could well come to canonization and
veneration of relics.

A FRESH lay reader in All Saints', Ravenswood,
Chicago, lately appealed to Bishop McLaren to
interfere wh.h Fr. Crittenton's good Catholic
work. But as the Bishop has taken no notice of
his plaint, the lay reader rushes to the news-
papers to work up an excitement over the case.
This lay reader would do well to learn to order
himself lowly and reverently to his betters, as the
Catechism teaches.

THE Venerable Archdeacon G. F, Williams is
spending his summer cloud-making for Southern
Churchman, in a very arid portion of Virginia.
We commend his labors to all who wish to
observe the phenomenon of clouds artifically
produced in a clear sky. The venerable gentle
man's letters to our contemporary on Purgatory,
the Real Presence, and other Catholic doctrines
are really worth reading, as illustrating how
very different the belief of the fathers was from
that of Archdeacon Williams. Poor fathers!

CANON MACCOLL preaching at All Saints,
Margaret Street, recently, said that Armenian
Christians, it should be remembered, suffered
these horrors entirely for their faith ; there was
not a man or woman among them who could
not put himself or herself on a perfect level with
their murderers if they would renounce their
faith. He believed that within the last two or
three years more Christians had been put to
death for their faith under Turkish misrule,
than were put to death under all the persecutions
of the Church by the Roman Emperors.

AMERICAN Churchmen are, we fear, in some
respects even more insular than their brethren
of the Church of England. In this country where
practical Congregationalism is rampant among
the laity, and the Bishops and other clergy do not
unite for the defense of the faith, we look with
wonder upon the great English Church Union
mustering on its roll over 30,000 laymen, 4,251
priests, and 26 Bishops. It is to show how much
further English minds reach out in their work
for Catholic unity, that we print in this issue of
THE ARROW part of the address which Viscount
Halifax, as President of the English Church
Union, delivered at the late June meeting. It
will be read with great interest just now when
another plan of '• Catholic (sic) Unity " (with
Rome left out) is being widely exploited in this
country. We wish that space permitted us to
reproduce the whole of the address.

THE Italian Government has issued a decree
forbidding the clergy in future to convey the
Viaticum to the infirm or dying in Rome with the
customary ceremonial, known as the "Communion
infiocchi." Communion in fiocchi means that
when a parish priest bears the Sacred Host
through the streets of Rome he is robed in sur-
plice and stole and is accompanied by torch-
bearers, and a canopy is borne over the Sacred
Host as a mark of respect. It is the custom of
many when they met a priest on a similar errand
of mercy to turn and piously accompany him to
his destination, so that a large procession is fre-
quently formed in this way in the streets of
Rome This characteristic and edifying sight
will no longer be witnessed, for the Liberals have
condemned and suppressed the pious custom
under penalty. The . supposed cause for this
arbitrary measure is that when the Viaticum was
recently brought to the infirm and dying in the
parish of the Sacred Heart, known as " Castro
Pretorio," and precisely that part of Rome which
is inhabited by the soldiers and partisans of the
present government, the military on guard, see-
ing the long procession halt before their barracks
in the Macao, and Benediction given, presented
arms to the King of Heaven with every mark of
respect, and, moreover, joined in the litanies and
final "TeDeum" when the last visit of mercy
had been paid in their neighborhood by the
parish priest. The suppression of this touching
ceremony is all the more extraordinary because
no scenes of violence or disorder have ever oc-
curred during the Paschal communion "in
fiocchi" at Rome.— Exchange.
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C H U R C H O F S T . MARY THE VIRGIN,

WEST 45TH ST., NEW YORK.

SERVICES.
Sundays— Low Mass, 7:30; Hig;h Mass, 9; Matins, 10 ; Low Mass, 11; Vespers

(plain), 4.
Daily—Low Mass, 7:30; Matins, 9 a. m.; Vespers, 5 p. m.
Holy Days—Additional Low Mass, 6:30.
Confessions—Daily after Matins and Vespers; Saturdays, 7.3(1 tu 0 p.m.; at

other times by appointment.
Baptism and Chwrching—Stated hour, Sunday, 3 p. m. At other times by

arrangement with the Clergy.
Conjir>nat'ion—The names of those who desire to be confirmed will be received

at anytime by the Clergy.
Visitation of the Sick—The Clergy desire to be notified of any sick persons in

need of the services of a Priest. The Blessed Sacrament can be taken to
the dying at any hour ; but in cases of ordinary sickness It will be adminis-
tered only in the morning, after notice given the day before.

Special Celebrations for Marriages, Funerals, Month's Minds or other Memorials
of the Dead may be had, freely, by applying to the Clergy.

The Church is open daily from 7:30 a. m. to 12 m., and 4 to 5:30 p. m.
The red light burning before the Altar signifies the Presence of the Blessed

Sacrament.
The office hours of the Clergy (for consultation or business) are daily at the

Church or Clergy House, from 10 a, m. to 12 m.
The Rectory, 226 W. 45th St., and Clergy House, 232 W. 45th St., adjoin the

Church.
The Mission House is at 248 W. 45th St.
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(CALENDAR FOR AUCUST.

Lammas Day.
Abstinence.
O. V. E. V. M., Monthly Mass 8 a. m.
ftiifirliiLln af ter Tr in i ty .
Burial Guild Monthly Mass, 8 a.m.
T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n o f Our L o r d . Additional Mass 6:30
Holy Name of Jesus. [a. m.

A bstinence.
St. Lawrence, Arch-Deacon, Martyr.
Ninth after Trinity.

C. B. S. Monthly Mass, 8 a. m.
A bstinence.

Tenth after Trinity,

A bstinence.
St. Bartholomew, Apostle. Martyr. Additional

Mass 8:30 a. m.
Eleventh after Trinity.

St. Augustine of Hippo, Bishop, Confessor, Doctor.
Beheading of St. John Baptist.
I bstinence. Bona Mors Devotions after Vespers, 5 p.m.

Bona Mors Monthly Mass, 8 a.m.

SPECIAL, VOTIVE, AND OTHER MASSES.

Sunday.— For the Children 9 a. m., weekly.
Monday.— Burial Guild, 8 a.m., first m month.

Requiem 8a.m., other Mondays.*
Wednesday.—St. Mary's Guild, 0.30 a.m., first in month.*
Thursday.— C. 13. S.,Ha.m. Nearest middle of month,
Saturday.— O.V. B. V.M., 8 a.m., in Church, lirst in month. In Mission

House other Saturdays.*
Bona Mors, 8 a.m., last in month.

Holy Days.— Additional, 6:30 a.m.

GUILD MEETINGS, ETC.

Sunday.— Singing School, 9.45 a. m., weekly.
Bibie Class for Men, 10 a.m., weekly. *
Sunday School, Lessons, 2.30 p. m., weekly.*
Bible Class for Women, 3.30 p. m., weekly. *
Burial Guild, after Vespers; hrst in month. *

Monday.— St. John's Guild, 4 p.m., weekly. *
Tuesday.— Men's Guild, 7.45 p. m. weekly.

Sons of St. Sebastian, second in month.
League of St. Lawrence, as called.

Wednesday.—St. Mary's Guild, 4 p. m., ftpst in luonth. *
Guild of St. Mary of the Cross, 8 p. m., weekly. *
Guild of St. Alban, 8 p m .

Thursday.— Guild of St. Mary of the Annunciation, 7.45 p. m., weekly. *
Friday.— Guild of St. Mary of the Angels, 3.30 p. m., weekly. *

Bona Mors Society, after Vespers, last in month.
St. Joseph's Guild, 7.30 p. m., weekly.*

Saturday.— Industrial School, 10 a. m., weekly. *
* NOTICE.—Usually omitted from Trinity to Michaelmas.

ON Sundays during July and August there will
be two Low Masses, 7.30 and 11 o'clock. The
High Mass will be sung at 9 o'clock, and will be
the only service with music

The tntroit will be a selected Hymn. After-
wards the Commandments and Responses. The
Credo will be monotoned. At the Offertory a
hymn will be sung The Sanctus and Agnus Dei
will be given with the music usually sung at
the Children's Mass, and the service will conclude
with another hymn.

Matins at 10 o'clock and Vespers at 4 o'clock
will be said plain.

THKRE are three services daily during July and
August, namely, the Low Mass, at 7.30 a.m.;
Matins, 0 a.m.; Vespers. 5 p m.; also, the Month-
ly Masses of the Burial Guild, the O. V. B. V. M.,
the C. B. S., and the Bona Mors Society. The
church will be open for private prayer from 7 to
12, and 4 to 5 30 o'clock, daily.

THE PARISH.
CONFESSIONS will be heard during July and

August daily after Matins or Vespers; on Satur-
day evenings, from 7.30 to 9 o'clock, and, by ap-
pointment with the Clergy, at other times either
on Sundays or week-days.

CONTRIBUTIONS are much needed to complete
our Fresh Air Fund. If generously increased by
donations, this fund will give a blessed outing to
our parishioners, whom we desire to send. Will
not every one who has abundance give some-
thing ? We need 8500.

THE Summer Fresh Air parties have begun.
If there are any who have not yet given their
names, they should leave them'at the Clergy
House at once.

PHOTOGRAPHS have been taken of the Old
Church of St. Mary the Virgin and may be
obtained from the Sexton or at the Clergy House,
There are thirteen views ; price 50 cents each.

THE removal of our Marble Altar to the new
church and its reconstruction will entail much
expense. The Reredos will have to be remodelled
because it will stand below an arch in the Apsidal
Chancel. The back must be ornamental because
it will be visible. Contributions are requested—
already a promise of $800. has been given. Will
not every one who has received the Blessed Sacra-
ment from this Altar contribute something—even
a small amount, to this necessary alteration ?

THE NEW CHURCH.
A large framed picture of the interior of the

New Church is placed in the nave, together Avith
a List of such parts and ornaments as are to
be included in the building, and which must be
completed by our offerings. Already very im-
portant liberal subscriptions have been made.
Every one should make an effort to help forward
the work, according to this scheme. The picture
can be purchased of a committee of St. Mary's
Guild,' (Mrs. Canfield and Mrs. Wilson), for $1, or
framed for f2.50.
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NEW CHURCH FUND.
Amount to be raised (equivalent to paying old debts of the

Church) $40,000 00
Amount subscribed as below 20,450 00
•Amount still desired $19,550 00

SUGGESTIONS FOR GIFTS TO COVER THIS :
Clergy House Chapel of the Catechism. . . .$15,000
Lady Chapel 8,000 Subscribed.
Organ 5,000 Sutton Memorial.
New Pews. 4,000
Stone for Clerestory, instead of brick (ex-

terior) 3,000
Mission House Chapel of the Catechism.. . 3,000
Wrought-Iron Grille around the Chancel.. 3,000 Subscribed.
Paving of Choir and Sanctuary 3,000
Paving Central Passage and Ambulatory.. . 2,750
Mortuary Chapel 2,000 Subscribed.
Baptistery 750 Subscribed.
Confessional 500
Confessional 500
Carving Capitals of Columns, (each,) 100

No. 1 No. 12 Ella Smith Memorial.
1 2 Subscribed. " 13 "
' 3 Subscribed. " 14 "
' 4 Subscribed. " 15 Subscribed.
' 5 Subscribed. " IB Subscribed.
' 6 Subscribed. " 17 Subscribed.
' 7 Subscribed. " 18 Subscribed.

8 Subscribed. " 19
• 9 Ella Smith Memorial. " 20
' 10 Memorial to Laura Smith." 21

11 Ella Smith Memorial. " 22
These gifts may be made memorial if desired.

Payments may bemadeincash; or subscriptions,
payable any time in 1895 will be received. In
special cases, subscriptions, payable in annual
installments over a series of years, will be
accepted.

Other suggested donations are the cost of a
new reredos, and the carving of the decorative
work on the exterior of the Church.

A subscription of $800 towards a new reredos has
been made Mr. Rhind, the sculptor, has offered
the statue of the Blessed Virgin and Child, for
the exterior, and has begun the work.

Daily Prayer for the Building of our new
Church:

O God, Who didst put into the hearts of Thy
servants, David and Solomon, to build a House to
the glory of Thy Name, mercifully grant that we
who desire to raise a Church in Thine honor, may
be blessed in our endeavor, and enabled to bring
it to perfection. Through JESUS Christ our
Lord. Amen.

DAILY MASS.
AND first, through the Holy Sacrifice of the

Mass, we must adequately accomplish the main
purpose of our existence. To honor and glorify
God is the principal destiny of all created things,
angelic and human, animate and inanimate.
" Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all
his hosts!" " Every one that calleth upon my
name, I have crea ed him for my glory." "' Let
all thy works, O Lord, praise thee." God's glory,
in a word, is the ultimate raison d'etre of the
universe and all it contains—and, in greater
degree or less, that glory has been given to Him
ever since the morning stars praised Him to-
gether, "and all the sons of God made a joyful
melody." Now all the honor which the angels
have ever rendered to God by their homage, or
men have ever given to Him by their virtues,
penances, and martyrdoms, is as naught com-
pared to glory which God receives from the
celebration of a single Mass ; and this infinite
honor may be paid to the Heavenly Father by the
hvimblest mortal who devoutly attends the Holy
Sacrifice.—American Ecclesiastical Review.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

SUITABLE questions sent to T H E ARROW by subscribers or non-
subscribers will be answered in this column if they reach the Editor
by the fifteenth of the month. Questions will be printed without
signature if desired,but no anonymous communications will be noticed.

ASSUMPTION—Was not the festival of the As-
sumption observed in the early Church ? Was it
not one of the Feasts retained in the Kalendar of
the English Church after the ''Reformation'/''
Why then have you not mentioned the day in your

previous Kalendar s for August '/ Is there not his-
torical basis for the legend of the Assumption ?

The Festival of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, which was called in the early
Church the Dormitio of the Host Holy Mother of
God, was originally held on January 18th. The
date August 15th was assigned to the feast in the
time of St. Gregory the Great, or about the time
St Augustine landed in England ; and was print-
ed until the year 1832, under the authority of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, in the Calendars of
the Church of England, published by the Station-
ers' Company. With the exception of certain
days observed by Guilds and Confraternities for
anniversaries, such as All Souls' Day and Corpus
Christi, we insert in our parish Kalendar only
those days which are specially marked in the
Kalendar of the present English Prayer Book.
The legend that the Apostles upon opening the
tomb of the blessed Virgin the day after her
burial found that her body had vanished, and that
its place was filled with roses, rests upon no his-
torical basis; but "it is a striking fact that,
notwithstanding the zeal of the early Church in
collecting and venerating relics, no relics of the
Blessed Virgin's body have ever been exhibited."
Universal Christian feeling in regard to the
Assumption is well illustrated by the following
words from John Henry Blunt's Dictionary of
Theology, and Baring-Gould's Lives of the
Saints.

" It would also seem very fitting that the holy
body which was the vehicle of so mighty an
event as the Incarnation of God should be pre-
served from the corruption of the grave; and
should be at once received into that blessed place
where He who had taken His Manhood of its sub-
stance had Himself gone, in that Manhood to
dwell." " It is certain that the bodies of some of
the holy dead have already risen, for one of the
many marvellous circumstances attending our
Lord's death was that 'the graves were opened ;
and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,
and came out of the graves after His resurrec-
tion, and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many,' [Matt., xxvii , 52.] Thus there is no
a priori difficulty in the way of supposing that
the body of St. Mary arose from the grave shortly
after death and, indeed if such a resurrection
would have ministered to the glory of her risen
and ascended Son (as the resurrection of the other
saints apparently did), it seems as probable in her
case as in that of others."

" It is repugnant to Christian feeling to think
that the body of the Blessed Mother of Jesus
should have become a prey to worms; that Jesus,
who ascended up into heaven in His human
body, should suffer the flesh of His mother to see
corruption. The natural instinct of the Christian
heart proclaims the Assumption—that on the
death of Our Lady, her divine Son should have
assumed her, body and soul, to his heavenly
mansions "
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NEW YORK, AUGUST, 1895.

ADDRESS OF LORD HALIFAX TO THE
ENGLISH CHURCH UNION.

OWING to circumstances for which, painful as
they are to recall, I thank God if in His great
goodness He vouchsafes to permit them to be a
step toward the peace of the Church, I had
occasion to pass the winter of 1889-90 at Madeira.
During my stay I made acquaintance with a
French priest, who was there partly for his own
health, partly in connection with work under the
direction of the Sisters of S. Vincent of Paul
He was extremely kind at a time when such
kindness as his made itself specially felt. He
was also one of the quickest and most intelligent
persons I have ever met. We used to go out for
walks together, and talk about subjects of
mutual benefit to us both Amongst these, the
position and claims of the English Church were
frequently mentioned, and in connection with
this subject I often said (for it is a wish never
absent from my mind) how earnestly I desired
to see some steps taken which might tend to the
Reunion of Christendom, and to the healing of
those divisions among Christians which are so
great a disHonour to our Lord's Name, and are so
often brought forward as an excuse for sin and
unbelief amongst those who should be His
followers. I found the Abbe, as indeed is the
case with most foreign ecclesiastics, very
imperfectly informed, to say the least of it, as to
the position and teaching of the English Church,
but equally anxious with myself to do all in his
power for the union of Christians among them-
selves, and with this object, desirous of learning
all he could about the Anglican Communion.
I showed him a Latin version of the Hook of
Common Prayer, and gave him all the informa-
tion in my power, with the result that he began
to see how very different the claims of the
English Church were from what he had imagined
them to be. Such conversations quickened the
desires, felt by us both, to try to do something
for the peace of the Church, and induced us
carefully to consider how and in what way the
subject could be best approached.

ANGLICAN ORDERS.
The result was that we both came to the con-

clusion, in view of the enormous mass of ignor-
ance and prejudice which exists on both sides,
that the essential thing was to find some

common ground upon which, without any
compromise of principle, both sides might be
brought into contact with one another. Such a
ground seemed to us to be supplied by the
question of English Orders on which both sides
were agreed as to first principles, and upon
which the only difference lay in regard to the
facts. It was certain that the Church of England
had nothing to lose by the fullest and frankest
investigation into those facts, while on both
sides everything was to be hoped for by a dis-
cussion which should endeavour to treat the
subject solely with reference to the interests of
truth and peace. No one can doubt that, if it
were possible for the Roman Church, on sound
historical and theological principles, to recognize
the validity of English Orders, one great cause
of irritation, and a most serious obstacle to
reunion, would have been removed. It is no less
certain that a discussion of one such subject
might be a step towards the discussion of others
—and that, so far as human agencies are con-
cerned, it is only by such discussions and confer-
ences beginning with the easier and going on to
the more difficult points of controversy, that
there is any hope of arriving at an ultimate
agreement.

Animated by these objects, the Abbe, on his
return to France, endeavoured to acquaint him-
self with all that was necessary for the discussion
of the subject, with the result that he published,
under the name of Fernand Dalbus, the treatise
on English Orders with which everyone is
acquainted. That pamphlet was divided into
three parts. The first dealt with the historical
fact of the succession, and more especially with
the Consecration of Barlow, in regard to which
his conclusion was favourable. The second dis-
cussed the sufficiency of the form and matter of
the English Ordinal, and concluded that in itself
the Ordinal might be accepted as sufficient. The
third, for certain theological reasons connected
with the question whether the Church had, or
had not, the power to vary the form and matter
of some of the Sacraments, as. for example, that
of Holy Orders where ex hypothesi such form and
matter had not been directly ordained by Christ
—concluded against their validity. It was cer-
tain, however, that a considerable and very
distinguished school of theologians would refuse
to accept the premises upon which the conclusion
was founded, so that, while holding it himself
and asserting his right to put it forward, the
Abbe was aware that, if the conclusions asserted
ia the first and second parts of his treatise could
be maintained, those who rejected the premises
on which the conclusions of the third part were
founded would be compelled to reject his con-
clusion and therefore to admit the validity of
the Orders conferred by the Church of England.
The result proved the correctness of his antici-
pations. The Abbe Duchesne one of the most
distinguished of the French clergy, publicly
pronounced, m an article inthe Bulletin Critique,
on the assumption that the facts stated by the
Abbe Portal were correct, in favour of the
validity of English Orders, while on all sides the
discussion of the subject excited a, very general
and sympathetic interest in the foreign press
both in Italy and France. In this connection,
articles in the Moniteur <h> Rome, written in a
most friendly spirit towards the English clergy,
may be mentioned, while, on a.ll sides, a letter
from the Bishop of Salisbury, in answer to one
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from Cardinal Bourret, produced a most favour-
able impression.

THE ABBE PORTAL IN ENGLAND.
Such was the stata of things when the Abbe

Portal had an unexpected opportunity of coming-
over to England for a month at the end of last
July. He asked me to receive him, which I was
only too glad to do, stating that he particularly
wished to make some personal acquaintance with
the working of the English Church, as he was
desirous of completing his pamphlet on Orders
by some longer and detailed account of our
religious institutions, our clergy, the condition of
our parishes, all of which were subjects on which
his countrymen had much to learn

Accordingly he arrived in London at the end of
July, and I did my best to make him acquainted
with all that was likely to interest him and to
serve his purpose.

I showed him several of our cathedrals; I took
him to service at St. Paul's. He saw the interiors
and the services of some of our parish churches
He visited most of the larger Sisterhoods with the
constitution and work of which he was especially
anxious to become acquainted. He saw Oxford
and Cambridge : at the former place he stayed
for two or three days with the Cowley Fathers,
who took him to Wantage. He went over one
of the Theological Colleges in order to compare
its working with that of the French Diocesan
Seminaries; and I presented him to such members
of the English episcopate, and of the collegiate
and parochial clergy as the circumstances and
limited time of his stay in England rendered it
possible for him to meet.

It will be obvious that, for a variety of reasons,
I could only give him a one-sided view of the
Church of England. The fact that his visit took
place in August, when so many of the clergy are
away for their holiday, was to some extent
responsible for this ; but I took pains to impress
upon him that there "was another side to the
Church of England besides the one with which
I had made him acquainted; and, further, that it
was one which could not, and ought not to be
neglected.

THE ABBE PORTAL IN ROME.
The Abbe returned to France early in Septem-

ber, when, to his surprise, he received an
intimation from a friend of his, who had just
come back from Rome and was intimate with
Cardinal Rampolla, Secretary of State to the
Pope, that the Cardinal was interested in the
questions to which the pamphlet on English
Orders had given rise, and that it would be agree-
able to him, if convenient to the Abbe, to see him
at Rome. The Abbe accordingly went to Rome,
where he was received both by Cardinal Rampolla
and the Pope.

After having spoken of what he had seen in
England the Abbe was encouraged by the Pope
himself to mention any steps which seemed to
him likely to forward the cause of peace and
reunion, and in the course of the conversation a
suggestion was made as to some direct communi-
cation with the English ecclesiastical authorities,
as to the possibility of friendly conferences in
which the question of the validity of English
Orders might be discussed, in regard to which,
Cardinal Rampolla informed the Abbe that it
was the Pope's intention to desire the Abbe
Duchesne to prepare a memorandum on the sub-
ject for his information. Nothing, in fact, could

have seemed more favourable than the dis-
positions of the Pope and of Cardinal Rampolla;
and there is reason to think that some such direct
overtures would have been made to the English au
thorities, if the Pope could have assured himself
that such friendly overtures on his part would
have been met in a similar spirit in this country,
and if it had not been for the attitude of some of
those who seemed best entitled to speak on behalf
of the Roman Catholic body in England. The
line taken by the pamphlet of the Abbe Portal,
the circumstances of his visit to England, and
the articles of the Abbe Duchesne were a great
surprise and a great source of irritation to many
of the English Roman Catholics They did not
believe in the position taken up in France. It
was not one they wished to see brought forward;
they resented the intrusion of a foreigner in
English affairs, and they desired to emphasize
every possible argument and reason which could
be alleged against the more favourable view of
the position and claims of the Church of England
put forward by the Abbe Portal. The tenor of
much of the correspondence in the Tablet, and
the articles which have appeared in some of the
Jesuit organs in England and abroad, are
sufficient proof of this.

Entertaining such views, nothing could be
more natural than that it should have been
represented at Rome, by those who held them,
that there was nothing to be done in the direction
indicated by the Abbe Portal; that it was intoler-
able a foreigner should interfere in matters about
which he had been completely misinformed; that
the practice of the Roman Church in regard to
thereordinations of Anglican clergy without any
condition had in fact already settled the question;
and that what was wanted, in view of the action
of the Abbe Portal, the Abbe Duchesne, &c,
whose action had already been stopping individ-
ual conversions, was a definite and distinct
utterance from the Holy Office absolutely con-
demning the validity of Anglican Orders and
giving the reasons for such a decision. That it
was the doubt about their Orders and the validity
of Sacraments which was the most effectual cause
of conversions amongst Anglicans ; that such a
decision would accelerate and increase such con-
versions ; that people in England had to be told
clearly that they had nothing to do butto submit,
and that such plain speaking would repel no one
who was inclined to the truth and disposed to be
favourable to Roman claims. Moreover, that if
the Roman Church, after her practice of three
hundred years, were to alter her conduct in
regard to so grave a matter as the validity of the
Orders conferred by the English Church, and
thus practically to admit that she had been mis-
informed in one thing, the inference would be at
once drawn that she might be misinformed in
others. Such and similar representations were
not without their effect. It was, doubtless, in
order still further to formulate and fix these views
that Dom Gasquet and Mr. Bishop were sent for
to Rome. Their acquaintance with the historical
and theological questions involved in the subject
was considered likely to be useful, and it was
perhaps thought that they would be able to
supply the materials for such a condemnation as
it was desired to obtain, and the reasons upon
which it could be based. It may be assumed that
Cardinal Vaughan's action was strongly in this
direction, and that such, speaking generally,
though with important exceptions, was the
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general attitude of the English Roman Catholics.
The matter, however, was not as simple as
they had perhaps persuaded themselves. The
subject was complicated in itself. The closer the
investigation, the less clear would the case
against the validity of English Orders appear.
Moreover the Pope, subsequently to the Abbe Por-
tal's visit to Rome, had desired the Abbe Duchesne
to draw up the memorandum for his information
on the subject of English Orders previously
alluded to. This the Abbe Duchesne had done,
pronouncing absolutely in their favour on his
torical grounds, an opinion which was confirmed
by Monsignor Gasparri, the Professor of Canon
Law at the Catholic Institute of Paris, and the
author of works of a very high reputation; who
upon theological and other grounds had come to
the same opinions as the Abbe Duchesne. The
result of all this was that whatever attempt had
been made to get a direct condemnation of the
validity of English Orders failed.

LORD HALIFAX IN ROME.

It was possible, however, to take another step,
and—unless injustice is done them, which I do
not think—it was attempted by one of the religi-
ous orders at Rome to propose theses to the Holy
Office, asking whether it ivas a safe opinion to
hold the validity of English Orders. Evidently
such a question so put, in view of the existing
practice of the Roman Church, could only be
answered in one way. It must have been replied
that such an opinion was not a safe one. This
would indeed have left the question of the valid-
ity of these Orders exactly where it was —all
theologians would have known that—but to the
inexperienced it would have seemed tantamount
to a condemnation, and it would have had the
effect in condemning as "temerarious' the
opinions put forward by the Abbe Duchesne.
When I came to Rome it was said that the Holy
Office was certainly about to give the answer
desired; even the day for decision was said to be
fixed ; in short, apart from the question as to
what exact lengths it had gone, it is certain that
an attempt was made to obtain such an indirect
condemnation, and that the Civilta Cattolica
the Jesuit organ, had a series of articles all ready
to emphasize the decision of the Holy Office so
soon as it should be made public. It was also
certain that Cardinal Vaughan and Father
Gasquet, when the matter had got to this point,
strongly opposed any such indirect way of
settling the question, and for this English Church-
men owe them their best thanks When I had
the honour of being received by the Pope, and he
saw me alone for some time before he saw Mr.
Birkbeck and myself together, 1 mentioned
amongst other things the rumours current as to
the intervention of the Holy Office, emphasizing
at the same time the undoubted fact that, what-
ever hopes might exist of eventual reconciliation,
any such action on the part of the Roman author-
ities at the present time must inevitably put an
end to the possibility of any further action upon
either side in the direction of peace and unity, at
any rate during the present generation I have
reason to believe that these and other similar
representations from persons more important
than myself, together with a memorandum and
certain papers which 1 was enabled to present to
His Holiness were not without their effect

In any case, the result was that it was an-
nounced shortly after our audience, or at least

understood, that there would be no condemnation,
either direct or indirect, and that in consequence
all the attempts to obtain such a condemnation
had definitely failed. Nor was this all. It is not
for me to insist upon the connection, but it would
certainly seem to be a fact of some significance
that a little later a newspaper likely to be well
informed as to the wishes of the Vaticum made
the following announcement: ''The Abbe
Duchesne, who at the request of the Pope had
written a memorandum on the subject of
Anglican Orders, has just been the object of a
very nattering attention on the part of his
Holiness. Cardinal Rampolla, on behalf of Leo
XIII., has sent a letter of thanks to the distinguish-
ed author of the Liber Pontificalis, together with
a large medal of the Holy Father."

The failure of these attempts, which is certain-
ly due to the personal intervention of the Pope
himself and of Cardinal Rampolla are a sufficient
proof of what the feelings and dispositions of the
Vatican are. These are as friendly as possible ;
and if the letter addressed by the Pope to the
English nation is well received, it is certain that
Leo XIII, is willing, and indeed is already pre-
paring to take other and more direct steps in the
way of furthering a better understanding.

Meanwhile, a revolution is being effected in
the way the whole question of English Orders
is being considered by such foreign ecclesiastics
as have had the opportunity of acquainting
themselves with the "De Hierarchia Anglicana,"
in which the argument for their validity has
been admirably stated in Latin by the Rev. T.
Lacey and the Rev E. Denny- Hardly anyone
who has studied the book but admits how strong
the case is for their validity. Great admiration
has been excited by the Preface prefixed to the
treatise by the Bishop of Salisbury, and, if
nothing is done to divert the present current of
feeling, there is every reason to believe that the
question will be put on such a footing that it will
be safe from the danger of any fresh attack such
has been made within the last six months, and
that the opinions published by the Abbe
Duchesne. Monsignor Gasparri, &c , will remain
in possession of the field.

THE PRESENT POPE.

THE Pope granted us and the Abbe Portal a
final private audience the morning we came
away It was impossible to be kinder or more
encouraging than he was He gave us several
times over his blessing, and told us, as Cardinal
Rampolla had told us before, to take courage,
not to mind difficulties, and to persevere in our
work which would surely bring God's blessing
upon us and all connected with it.

Oh, gentlemen, if English Churchmen could
only see Leo XIII , if they could only know what
he is and how much depends upon him, they
would realise that there is no prayer they should
make with greater earnestness than that it
should please Almighty God to prolong his days.

We can never hope to see a Pope more ready
and anxious to take generous steps in regard to
the English Church In this connection a remark
of his to Dom Gasquet will interest all the lovers of
truth. When Dom Gasquet was engaged in
investigating the records in the Vatican relating
to England, the Pope said to him " Publish every-
thing—all that may seem to the discredit of
ecclesiastical authorities as well as to their
credit; for," he added, " there has been too much
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suppression; and you may be sure of this if the
Gospels had been written in our day the denial
of St. Peter and the treachery of Judas would
have been suppressed for fear of scandalising
weak consciences."
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