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Homily for the Burial of the Dead, Monday in Holy Week, April 10, 
2017 
Linda Kay Bridges, 1949–2017 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Lamentations 3:22–26, 31–33; Psalm 23; 2 Corinthians 4:16–5:9; John 
10:11–16 

 
Jesus’ words about being the Shepherd of the sheep 
are found between two of the most powerful 
narratives in John’s gospel, the Healing of the Man 
Born Blind1 and the Raising of Lazarus.2 The man 
born blind asked nothing of Jesus; but Jesus healed 
him and sent him to wash. His healing will not be 
welcomed by his parents or his community. He 
doesn’t even know what Jesus looks like, but Jesus 
again seeks him out. Then Jesus explains to some 
Pharisees who are watching them that he is the 
Shepherd of the sheep. He says, “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.”3 
 
In the next narrative in this gospel, Jesus will cry out 
to a man who has been dead four days. The dead man 

                            
1 John 9:1–41. 
2 John 11:1–44. 
3 John 10:27–28a. 
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will hear his voice. Jesus will tell those who were there, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”4 
 
I’ve been involved for many years with a Christian 
formation program that began in the early 1950s in an 
apartment in Rome with an Italian Hebrew scholar, 
Sofia Cavalletti, reading John’s gospel to young 
children to prepare them for first Holy Communion. 
She was entirely surprised that the children sat quietly 
while she read the first chapters of John to them. Sofia 
would soon be joined by Gianna Gobbi, a teacher who 
had been trained by Maria Montessori. With the 
framework of Montessori’s understanding of 
children’s development, they began to do religious 
formation with three- to six-year-old children. They 
came to call their work with children the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd when they realized that a five- or 
six-year-old child’s deepest and most joyful religious 
experience was becoming aware through his or her 
own “work”—children don’t study or play in a 
Montessori environment; they work—that he or she 
was one of the Shepherd’s sheep. 
 

                            
4 John 9:41. 



3 

Linda came to faith formally here at Saint Mary’s when 
she was forty-six years old. The faith journey of an 
adult is different from that of a child. Working with 
children has led me never to be surprised by finding 
real spiritual joy in persons of any age who have come 
to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
The community of believers reflected by John’s gospel 
is very different from the communities reflected by 
Mark, Matthew, Luke, or Paul. In John, there are no 
apostles—no hierarchy. Every believer is in a direct, 
personal relationship with Jesus.5 The twelve are like 
the others who follow Jesus: they all begin as Jesus’ 
disciples,6 that is, his students, or his servants.7 His 
death and resurrection will change his relationship to 
them. 
 
At the supper before the Passover, Jesus will tell the 
men and women who have followed him to Jerusalem 
that they are his friends.8 On the morning of the 
resurrection, they will learn that they are more than his 
friends. Jesus will send Mary Magdalene from the 
                            
5 Sandra M. Schneiders, Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in the 
Fourth Gospel, 2nd ed. (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2003), 77. 
6 John 2:2. 
7 John 15:15. 
8 Ibid. 
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tomb to “go to [his] brothers and sisters and say to 
them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.”9 
 
None of Linda’s sisters and brothers in this parish 
realized Linda was so sick when her roommate and 
distant cousin Alice Manning died last year at the end 
of May. A few days before the anniversary of her 
baptism, she wrote, “Dear Stephen. No, I’m not 
having a premonition or anything—but it just 
occurred to me through all this that you ought to 
know whom to contact in case of need.” She gave me 
contact information for her brother Don, her cousin 
Gail, and her friend Julie. 
 
By August the concern of her parish family, and the 
concern of her sisters and brothers at National 
Review, if I may, was so strong, that we got her the 
help and care that she needed. And, thank you, God, 
we knew whom to call. 
 
In Mark, Matthew, and Luke, Jesus is buried in a 
rush,10 before the sunset. But in John, there is no rush 

                            
9 John 20:17. 
10 Mark: 15:42–47; Matthew 27:57–61; Luke 23:50–56. 
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to bury Jesus. There is time to anoint his body with a 
fortune in oils and spices and bind it in linen.11 Linda 
was cared for by many. We give thanks today for the 
grace that made her a part of our lives, and we look 
forward with hope and joy to sharing with her the 
eternal life of the world to come. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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