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Sermon for the Third Sunday of Easter, April 30, 2017 
Said Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year A: Acts 2:14a, 36–47; Psalm 116:10–17; 1 Peter 1:17–23; Luke 24:13–35 

 
The disciples whom the Risen Jesus met on the road 
to Emmaus—perhaps a man and a woman1—know all 
about Jesus, but—and I’m not sure how to understand 
this—“their eyes were kept from recognizing him.”2 
Dr. Mark Davis translates the Greek here as, “their 
eyes were held from him so not to recognize him.”3 
(An echo of the Exodus where repeatedly Pharaoh’s 
heart is hardened so God can perform the miracle that 
he wants to perform?4) (By the way, the title Davis 
gives to his comments is, “Two Idiots and a Lord 
Walk into an Inn.”) 
 
Writing in the 80s, Luke is a witness to the emerging 
understanding of the weekly meals of the first 
Christians. They recognized the presence of the Lord 
when they shared their food. 

                                           
1 François Bovon, Luke 1: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 1:1–9:50, trans. Christine 
Thomas, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2002), 370. 
2 Luke 24:16. 
3 http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2017/04/two-idiots-and-lord-walk-into-
inn.html, (Accessed 27 April 2017). 
4 See Exodus 4:21, ff. A form of the English word “harden” appears 19 times in 
Exodus, RSV. 
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What we never hear at a Sunday Eucharist is the rest 
of the story of Easter Day as Luke tells it. Picking up 
with the last verse that we heard, “Then [the disciples] 
told what had happened on the road, and how he was 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. As they 
were saying this, Jesus himself stood among them. But 
they were startled and frightened, and supposed that 
they saw a spirit. And he said to them, ‘Why are you 
troubled, and why do questionings rise in your hearts? 
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle 
me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.’ And while they still disbelieved for 
joy, and wondered, he said to them, ‘Have you 
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate before them.”5 Then the 
Risen Jesus—still the evening Easter Day; isn’t it night 
by now?—leads all of the disciples out of the city and 
ascends into heaven.6 In Luke’s second book, the Acts 
of the Apostles the ascension happens forty days 
later.7 
 
The late François Bovon in his commentary on Luke 
wrote, “For faith everything is clear: the Scripture and 

                                           
5 Luke 24:35–43. 
6 Luke 24:50–53. 
7 Acts 1:1–11. 
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Jesus’ fate. For doubt everything is obscure: the sense 
of Scripture and the sense of Jesus’ destiny.”8 
 
Though Cleopas and the unnamed disciples will say to 
each other, again a very literal Dr. Davis translation, 
“Was not our heart [singular] burning when he spoke 
to us on the way, as he was opening to us the 
writings?,”9 it is not until the fellowship of the meal 
that their eyes “were opened”—passive verb form 
here. 
 
What stood between the disciples and seeing Jesus? 
They give themselves credit for hoping Jesus was “the 
one to redeem Israel.”10 But they blamed his death on 
their “chief priests and rulers [who] delivered him up 
to be condemned to death, and crucified him.”11 They 
don’t take responsibility for what they have seen and 
heard, for their lack of faith after his arrest and on the 
day of resurrection. They had heard the report of the 
women who had gone to the tomb and been 
greeted—in Luke—by “two men in dazzling 
apparel,”12 who are identified in today’s gospel as 

                                           
8 Bovon, 374. 
9 Davis, op. cit. 
10 Luke 24:21. 
11 Luke 24:20. 
12 Luke 24:4. 
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“angels.”13 I think it’s fair to say that the hearts of 
Cleopas and the unnamed disciple burned many times 
with the glory of God, but they only thought what 
they wanted to think, only believed what they wanted 
to believe until they reclined with him [they lie on 
couches to eat], the bread was broken, and “their eyes 
were opened”—again a passive verb form here.14 
“Opened” by whom? The text does not say. 
 
Many were responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus, 
including God. In Luke Jesus has prayed,  
“ ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from 
me; still, not my will but yours be done.’ ” The passage 
continues, “And to strengthen him an angel from 
heaven appeared to him. [He was in such agony and 
he prayed so fervently that his sweat became like 
drops of blood falling on the ground.]”15 
 
This is not the year of Luke. I’m sorry the editors of 
the lectionary didn’t keep the story of the road to 
Emmaus for the third year of the lectionary cycle—or 
at least include the final appearance of Jesus in Luke 

                                           
13 Luke 24:23. 
14 Luke 24:31. 
15 Luke 22:42–44. NABRE. The brackets reflect the ongoing debate about the 
inclusion of verse 44 in the text of the gospel. It was not included in the RSV, but it is 
included in the NRSV, also with brackets. 
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on the day of the resurrection on a Sunday in 
Eastertide in the Luke cycle. I think we can use the 
stories as they are to ask God to help us keep open 
our eyes of faith, that we may know Jesus’ real 
presence in, may we say, in his absence. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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