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Sermon for the Second Sunday of Easter, April 8, 2018 
Said Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year B: Acts 3:12a, 13–15, 17–26; Psalm 1118:19–24; 1 John 5:1–6; 
John 20:19–31 

 
New Testament scholar Francis Moloney, in his 
remarks on the appearance of the Risen Jesus to the 
disciples on the evening of the resurrection, makes 
reference to “Jesus’ unfailing love for both Peter and 
Judas”1—and he puts the word “Judas” in italics so 
that a reader like me does not miss his point. When I 
read these words, I thought to myself, “We’re in John 
where Jesus is in charge of his own betrayal.” 
 
Today’s gospel lesson is the end of what New 
Testament scholar Raymond Brown called, “The Book 
of Glory”—the last eight chapters of the gospel.2 This 
book begins with these words, “Now before the feast 
of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end.”3 At the supper, Jesus says of Judas, “I am 

                            
1 Francis J. Moloney, The Gospel of John, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 
1998), 532, 
2 Raymond E. Brown, The Gospel According to John, Anchor Bible 29, 29A (Garden 
City: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1966, 1970), I:cxxxviii–ix. 
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not speaking of you all; I know whom I have chosen; 
it is that the scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my 
bread has lifted his heel against me.’ ”4 
 
I’m going to think about John’s Judas—to save him 
for another day. This morning I want to draw your 
attention to the individual disciples who come to faith 
on the day of resurrection, the unnamed disciple 
whom Jesus loved and Mary Magdalene, and to the 
disciple who came to faith a week later, Thomas the 
Twin—who is at the center of today’s lesson. 
 
On the morning of resurrection, Mary Magdalene goes 
to the tomb alone, sees the stone rolled away, and runs 
to tell Simon Peter and the unnamed disciple, known 
only as “the one whom Jesus loved,” what she has 
seen. The men race to the tomb. The disciple whom 
Jesus loved gets there first and, standing outside, sees 
the burial cloths. Simon Peter goes right in. Yet it is 
not Peter, but the disciple whom Jesus loved who 
enters and sees not only the burial cloths, but inside, 
he is able also to see the burial napkin that had been 
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on Jesus’ head. The evangelist tells us, “he saw and 
believed.”5 
 
In John Simon Peter is among those who do not 
understand the meaning of the tomb and the cloths 
that had bound Jesus’ body. Yet Simon Peter had been 
present to hear Jesus’ words to his friend Lazarus, who 
was in his grave—first, “Laz'arus, come out,”6 then 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”7 
 
The evangelist tells us that these two men “went to 
their own homes.”8 The disciple Jesus loved goes to 
his home with faith. For Simon Peter the light of the 
resurrection has not dawned.  
 
Jesus wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus; Mary 
Magdalene weeps at the grave of Jesus. She doesn’t 
realize that the Risen Jesus is there with her until he 
speaks her name. He sends her to tell the others, 
whom he now calls “my brothers and sisters”9 that she 
has “seen the Lord.”10 

                            
5 John 20:8. 
6 John 11:43. 
7 John 11:44. 
8 John 20:10. 
9 John 20:17. Τhe Greek word ἀδελφούς is inclusive. 
10 John 20:18. 
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That evening, when the Risen Jesus becomes present 
to all of them except Thomas the Twin, who is not 
with the rest. Yet those who were present could not 
recognize their Lord when they heard him speak, but 
only when he had also shown them his hands and his 
side. 
 
Eight days later, Thomas is there when Jesus comes. 
He shows Thomas his hands and his side. Count me 
among those who think for Thomas, as for the others, 
seeing—and not touching—was enough for them to 
believe. Jesus’s words, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet believe,”11 put us in the same column, 
as it were, as the unnamed disciple who Jesus loved, 
who did not see him, but believed.12 
 
My friend Andrew Archie is rector of the Church of 
St. Michael and St. George, in St. Louis, one of the 
great, large parishes of the Episcopal Church. He had 
a sermon published in last fall’s issue of The Anglican 
Digest. It was called, “The Bread of Life,” but it was 
mostly about the importance of relationship—
relationship with others and, of primary importance, 
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relationship with Jesus Christ.13 I’ll see Father Archie 
in a few weeks at the short ministry leadership course 
that I have attended twice a year for over two decades 
now.  
 
I was glad he pointed out the importance of personal 
relationships in the decisions we human beings make. 
He pointed out, “We become different people through 
. . . encounters with other people.”14 He concluded by 
saying essentially that we become different people 
when Jesus Christ becomes a part of our lives. The last 
words of his sermon were “Come to the Lord’s table. 
Feed on him.” I couldn’t agree more. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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