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Sermon for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 22, 2018 
Said Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year B, Proper 11: Isaiah 57:14–21*; Psalm 22:22–30; Ephesians 2:11–22; 
Mark 6:30–44 

 
Raymond Brown wrote in his book An Introduction 
to the New Testament in a footnote that there are 
about 450 verses in Mark describing Jesus’ public 
ministry and that about 200 of them are usually 
referred to in English as “miracles”—from the Latin 
mirari, “to wonder at.” Brown points out that the 
word Mark uses isn’t the Greek word for miracles, but 
for “acts of power.”1 For example, the leper who 
comes to Jesus, falls on his knees, and really says, “If 
you are willing,2 you have the power to make me 
clean”—not “you can make me clean,” but “you have 
the power.” And today’s gospel lesson is all about the 
power of God. 
 
The appointed gospel begins with these words, “The 
apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they 

                            
1 Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: 
Doubleday, 1997), 133, n.16. 
2 Mark 1:40. 
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had done and taught.”3 Jesus had sent them out in 
Galilee in pairs “with authority over unclean spirits4 
 . . . And they cast out many demons, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick and healed them”5—an 
example of early Christian organization? Pairs? New 
Testament scholar Adela Yarbro Collins states the 
simple truth, “The custom was a practical one: the two 
could support and defend each other.”6 
 
In the meantime, while his apostles are on their own, 
Mark tells the story of Herod’s banquet, the one in 
which John is killed.7 The disciples return to Jesus, 
who is not successful in keeping the crowds from 
them. There’s going to be another banquet, even 
though the disciples recommend that Jesus send the 
crowd away. Joel Marcus in his commentary quotes a 
poem by Emily Dickenson: 
 
 It was too late for Man— 
 But early, yet, for God—8 

                            
3 Mark 6:30. 
4 Mark 6:7. 
5 Mark 6:13. 
6 Adela Yarbro Collins, Mark: A Commentary, Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Fortress, 2007), 298. 
7 Mark 6:14–29. 
8 Joel Marcus, Mark 1–8, Anchor Bible 27 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000), 
418. 
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On my to-do list is to learn something about how 
people actually ate and prayed at meals in New 
Testament times. They didn’t sit at tables; they 
reclined on low couches around low tables. In today’s 
gospel lesson, the crowds were not sitting on the 
ground in groups of fifty and one hundred, they were 
reclining, lying on their sides, on the green grass. The 
Greek is very clear, “[Jesus] commanded [the disciples] 
to make them all recline eating-group by eating-
group.”9  
 
In the narratives of Matthew and Luke, the disciples 
distribute the bread and the fish.10 In Mark, the 
disciples distribute the bread, but Jesus himself 
distributes the fish.11 In John, Jesus distributes the 
bread and the fish.12 In all four gospels it is the 
disciples who collect the broken pieces.13 Before a 
careful reading of the gospel earlier this week, I had 
always thought Jesus was just sitting there and taking it 
all in. 
 

                            
9 Mark 6:39. Translation Joel Marcus, Mark 1–8, Anchor Bible 27 (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2000), 405. 
10 Matthew 14:19; Luke 9:16. 
11 Mark 6:41. 
12 John 6:11. 
13 Matthew 14:20; Mark 6:43; Luke 9:17; John 6:13. 
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You may know the story of the hymn “All my hope 
on God is founded”14—originally a hymn text in 
German by Joachim Neander—a Calvinist pastor, 
theologian, and hymn writer, who died at the age of 30 
in 1680 from, it is believed, tuberculosis.15 (His most 
famous hymn is “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 
King of creation.”16) It was translated into English by 
the British Poet Laureate Robert Seymour Bridges, 
who died in 1930.17  
 
The tune Michael, to which we sing “All my hope on 
God is founded,” was the memorial of a grieving 
father. The composer Herbert Howells’ son Michael 
died three days after an acute attack of polio when he 
was nine-years-old. The hymn moves me deeply, and I 
think it would even if I didn’t know the backstory. Its 
text proclaims our utter dependence for life on the 
God who created us, the Son who redeemed us, and 
the Spirit that sustains us.  
 

                            
14 The Hymnal 1982 according to the use of The Episcopal Church (New York: 
Church Hymnal Corporation, 1985), hymn 665. 
15 The Hymnal 1940 Companion, 3rd rev. ed. (New York: Church Pension Fund, 
1951), 514. 
16 The Hymnal 1982, hymn 390. 
17 The Hymnal 1940 Companion, 387. 
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With the hope of faith, with belief, that I am created 
for life by God, I accept the mystery that the power of 
God is as active today on God’s terms in our lives as it 
was when the Christ walked among us.  
 
Let me close with the words of the third verse: 
 
 God’s great goodness e’er endureth, 
 deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
 splendor, light, and life attend him, 
 beauty springeth out of nought. 

Evermore from his store newborn worlds rise  
and adore. 

 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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