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Sermon for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 5, 2018 
Said Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year B, Proper 13: Exodus 16:2–4, 9–15; Psalm 78:23–29; Ephesians 4:17–25; 
John 6:22–36* 

 
Jesus answers directly only one of the questions put to 
him in today’s gospel lesson. Asked by the crowd that 
has found him on the other side of the sea, “ ‘What 
must we do, to be doing the works of God?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.’ ”1 
 
These words are from the beginning of John’s gospel, 
“But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God.”2 At 
the end of this gospel, the evangelist writes, “Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in his name”3—“end of story,” to use a 
phrase that has been used in American English for 

                            
1 John 6:28–29. 
2 John 1:12. 
3 John 20:30–31. 
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about twenty years now.4 But what about the other 
questions the crowd asks? 
 
When they find Jesus, they ask, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?”5 Jesus does not bother to answer. 
 
Then there’s the double question. This translation is 
by the Jesuit scholar Francis Moloney: “What sign do 
you do that we may see it and believe you? What will 
you do?”6 This second question could also be 
translated, “What work are you yourself doing?”7 
 
The crowd continues the challenge, saying to Jesus, “It 
is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”8 
Jesus’ response names the one who gave them bread. 
And it wasn’t Moses. Jesus said, “My Father gives you 
the true bread from heaven9 . . . I am the bread of life; 
he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who 
believes in me shall never thirst.”10  

                            
4 https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/end+of+story, (accessed 5August 2018). 
5 John 6:25. 
6 John 6:30–31. Francis J. Moloney, The Gospel of John, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 1998), 211. 
7 The verb is present, middle, active or passive. (https://biblehub.com/text/john/6-
30.htm, [accessed 5 August 2018]). 
8 John 6: 31b. 
9 John 6:32. 
10 John 6:35. 
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Some of you know my frustration with the way the 
lectionary is structured. The narrative about Jesus 
being the bread of life is stretched out over four 
Sundays in the original 1979 lectionary—the one we 
use; it gets five Sundays in the new lectionary. But it’s 
really one narrative. By cutting it off today with these 
words, “You have seen me and yet do not believe,”11 it 
leaves you with an impression of Jesus’ teaching that 
the evangelist did not intend. 
 
It’s worth noting here that the late Roman Catholic 
New Testament scholar Father Raymond Brown 
points out that, for the evangelist, “seeing” is not just 
looking, but looking with spiritual insight.12 
 
Today’s appointed passage, without the verses we will 
hear next week, obscures to hope that men and 
women will come to believe in Jesus in the future.13  
 
Next week, we will hear these words about hunger and 
thirst being satisfied. And we will hear these words: 
“Every one who sees the Son and believes in him will 

                            
11 John 6:36. 
12 Raymond E. Brown, The Gospel According to John, Anchor Bible 29, 29A (Garden 
City: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1966, 1970), I:270. 
13 Moloney, 214. 
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have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day.” 
 
I think it’s important to acknowledge that there is 
more than an echo of Anti-Judaism at play in John’s 
gospel. How much weight we should give to this 
reality in any given passage is a matter for thoughtful 
and prayerful reflection. But I think you and I should 
be aware that Anti-Judaism in the West, almost 
unthinkable in the first decades after the Second 
World War, is very much alive—to use the words of 
British Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks—“within living 
memory of the Holocaust.”14 
 
I read Rabbi Sacks’ blog, “Covenant and 
Conversation.” The latest post begins with a reflection 
on the role of the prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures, 
to what happens if people do not follow God’s will for 
their lives. But most of the post is a reflection in the 
importance of listening to others—and how hard real 
listening can be. 
 

                            
14 http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/,  
(accessed 27 June 2018). 

http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/
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Sacks recalls his great disappointment in helping to 
organize a conference of leading Jewish scholars and 
teachers to see where different groups within the 
wider Jewish community might find common ground. 
He and his wife ended up leaving the conference early. 
Everyone was very good at defining his or her 
position; no one seem to accept that he or she could 
learn from those whose views about Judaism were 
different from their own. With respect, I think we 
might say, there was no listening, and thus no seeing.  
 
A few more words from Rabbi Sacks. He writes, 
“Listening is a profoundly spiritual act. It can also be 
painful. It is comfortable not to have to listen, not to 
be challenged, not to be moved outside our comfort 
zone . . . ? But . . . “It’s the people not like us who 
make us grow.”15 I would add only that it’s not just 
listening that makes us grow, it’s responding also to 
what we see. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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15 Ibid. 


