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This morning, we’re still in the tenth chapter of Mark. 
Jesus and his disciples enter Jerusalem at the beginning 
of the next chapter. Last Sunday we heard Jesus’ 
teaching about divorce and remarriage and ended with 
the disciples trying to keep children away from Jesus. 
But Jesus said to his disciples, “Let the children come 
to me . . . whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child shall not enter it.”1 The disciples’ 
misunderstanding of who Jesus is continues with the 
very next story in Mark, the story of the rich man. 
 
Matthew and Luke tell this story too—these 
evangelists almost certainly had Mark in front of them 
when they wrote.2 In Matthew the man became a 
“young man,” in Luke “a ruler.”3 But it’s only Mark’s 
story that we ever hear on a Sunday. Mark’s narrative 

                            
1 Mark 10:14–15. 
2 Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: Doubleday, 
1997), 111–16. 
3 Matthew 19:20, Luke 18:18. 
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is especially powerful because it speaks of Jesus’ loving 
someone. 
 
In John’s gospel, Jesus is said to have loved Lazarus,4 
Lazarus’ sisters Martha and Mary,5 and the unnamed 
disciple, known only as “the disciple Jesus loved”—
he’s mentioned for the first time in John at the supper 
before the passover.6 The only other person whom 
any of the gospels names as a someone Jesus loved is 
our unnamed rich man in Mark.  
 
This rich man is an older man, who has followed the 
law of Moses “from his youth.” He kneels before 
Jesus and says, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” The man doesn’t seem proud, but 
humble. He is a practicing Jew who believes in the life 
of the world to come. “There is no reason,” New 
Testament Professor Joel Marcus writes, “to doubt his 
sincerity.”7  
 
I think most of us find Jesus’ response to the man 
problematic. He replies, “Why do you call me good? 
                            
4 John 11:3, 36. 
5 John 11:5. 
6 John 13:23. 
7 Joel Marcus, Mark 8–16, Anchor Bible 27A (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2009), 727. 
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No one is good but God alone.” Jesus give a summary 
of the commandments of the Law. The man drops the 
adjective “Good” and addresses Jesus simply as 
“Teacher,” and says of the commandments, “I have 
observed them since my youth.” 
 
The man, the seeker, if you will, is still on his knees 
when Jesus looks directly, intently at him—the Greek 
verb used here means more than mere looking.8 Mark 
says that looking at him in this way, Jesus loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing.” 
 
Mark’s Jesus may or may not know that the man’s 
wealth stands between him and the new dominion of 
God that is at hand.9 Time to decide. Wealth or Jesus. 
And I don’t think Mark’s Jesus knows what the man’s 
answer will be. 
 
Recall that in Mark, Jesus isn’t sure he has healed a 
blind man whom he has taken aside from everyone 
else. After “having spat on his eyes,” and having “laid 
his hands on him,”10 Jesus needs to ask, “Do you see 

                            
8 A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. 

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “ἐμβλέπω,” 321–22. 
9 Mark 1:15.  
10 Marcus translations, 593. 
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anything?” The man replied, “I see men; but they look 
like trees, walking.” So Jesus laid his hands on him 
again.11 When Jesus heals in the other gospels he never 
has to do it twice. So when the rich man walks away, 
Jesus says to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who have riches to enter the kingdom of 
God!”12 
 
The backstory here, I think, is that in none of the 
gospels does any one of the twelve come truly to see, 
to understand, and to believe that Jesus is the Lord 
until the day of resurrection. 
 
I also like very much Professor Marcus’ powerful, 
short summary of the story of the rich man and Jesus’ 
discussion of wealth. Jesus is teaching, Marcus writes, 
that “Nothing of consequence will be lost through 
discipleship.”13 Think about it. Nothing of 
consequence will be lost through following Jesus. 
 
May I say that I think part of my experience of being a 
Christian is believing that Lord Jesus does love you 

                            
11 c.f. Mark 8:22–26. 
12 Mark 10:23. 
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and me. You and I have a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Again, he loves us. 
 
Two more things. It’s worth noting that here in Mark, 
nuclear families don’t abandon Jesus’ first followers; 
instead, his followers abandon their nuclear families—
but not their wives.  
 
In Luke, Jesus speaks about leaving one’s wife; Luke’s 
Jesus also omits the teaching in Mark about divorce 
and remarriage.14 
 
I think it’s always pastorally helpful for Christians in 
our time to remember that, in the first century, 
questions about marriage and remarriage were not 
uniform among New Testament writers. 
 
Finally, I am very aware that I approach gospel lessons 
nowadays wondering about the presence of Anti-
Judaism in the New Testament. Certainly, it’s very 
present in Matthew and in John. Anti-Judaism in 
Luke’s second book, the Acts of the Apostles, is 
sharper than it is in Luke’s gospel.15 Paul for his part, 

                            
14 Ibid., 739. 
15 See Raymond E. Brown, The Death of the Messiah: From Gethsemane to the Grave, 2 vols. 
(Doubleday: New York, 1994), I:386–91. 
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among other things,16 sees the law as a “hindrance to 
salvation”—to use a phrase by New Testament scholar 
Adele Reinhartz.17 
 
Yet, we are in Mark. One strong argument, I think, for 
giving Mark an early date is the relative lack of 
antagonism between his Christian community and the 
Jewish community among which he lived. Ten to 
fifteen years later, when Matthew and Luke wrote, the 
gulf between the Christian and Jewish communities 
had grown—and history has not let those divisions 
heal very much. It’s a subject about which I think I 
have much to learn. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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